TOWN OF NORTHFIELD

Conservation Commission
69 Main Street, Northfield, Massachusetts 01360

Phone: (413) 498-2901 Fax: (413) 498-5103  www.northfield.ma.us

To: Northfield Selectboard
From: Northfield Conservation Commission
Re: Tennessee Gas Pipeline

The Northfield Conservation Commission has several concerns about the Kinder Morgan natural gas
pipeline that is currently routed across a substantial part of town. This letter expresses the concerns that we
have, that we would like to have addressed before any final location of a pipeline is established, before any
specifications of how the pipeline will be constructed in town are finalized, and before any work is started on
the ground.

1. The pipeline should be placed in locations where impacts to wetlands, riparian areas and vernal pools
are minimized. General mapping of the wetland resources is available from MassGIS, but there are a
fot of wetlands that exist that do not show in this mapping resource, Detailed, on the ground mapping
needs to be completed along the proposed route of the pipeline so that the exact location of the
pipeline can be established where impacts to wetland resources are avoided.

2. Known locations of rare and endangered species need to be avoided wherever possible. The pipeline
mapping needs to reference the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program in order to ensure
that rare and endangered species are protected.

3. Town conservation land — Brush Mountain Conservation Area and the Northfield Town Forest are
located along the high tension power lines where the pipeline is proposed. If the pipeline follows on
one side or the other of the power line, one or the other of these properties will be impacted. These
lands have been designated with permanent protection - clearing for a pipeline is well outside of the
scope of the appropriate use of these lands. In addition, there are recreational trails located in these
areas, including the New England National Scenic Trail. A pipeline in the vicinity of the town’s
recreational resources is not a desired outcome. Alternative routes need to be explored to avoid the
town’s conservation lands. If no other route is possible, Kinder Morgan needs to be responsible for
replication of this type of permanently protected open space.

4, Richardson Conservation Restriction — The Richardson property is permanently protected by a
conservation restriction held by the Northfield Conservation Commission, This property contains
multiple trails, including the New England National Scenic Trail, as well as a cabin for through-
hikers. Alternative routes need to be explored to avoid the town’s conservation lands. If no other
route is possible, Kinder Morgan needs to be responsible for replication of this type of permanently
protected open space.

5. Erosion concerns — The route proposed contains very rugged terrain with shallow soils, exposed
bedrock and steep slopes. Very explicit plans for preventing erosion need to be provided in these
areas before excavation, blasting, or other construction begins on the pipeline. Erosion in these types
of areas can spread very rapidly, and due to the terrain, can result in sedimentation of watercourses in
the area if not handled properly. Four Mile Brook, a sensitive brook that feeds into the Connecticut




River, runs near the powerline and the proposed pipeline location. This river does not need any
additional sources of sedimentation from commercial construction activities.

Water diversion — The commission has learned of the possibility that the pipeline will not be buried 3
feet below the ground in areas where a lot of ledge occurs. This is likely the case from Four Mile
Brook Road all the way to the Richardson property in the Bald Hills region, Placing the pipe near the
surface of the ground can prevent ground water and intermittent streams from flowing in their natural
directions. The result can be a change in the hydrology, causing significant impacts to local natural
resources, In these areas of shallow depth-to-bedrock, water will run along the pipe, creating the
opportunity for more severe erosion of back-fill material. In this case, water would likely pool up in
areas along the pipeline, and increase the freeze-thaw action at the surface of the pipe, increasing the
chances of the pipe to rupture. Digging or blasting shallow trenches, and using the thinnest gauge
metal possible (as is currently proposed by Kinder Morgan) needs to be examined in these situations
to determine if these methods will contribute to additional hazards.

Ground water — The commission is concerned about the potential for leaks in the buried pipe that
would result in contamination of ground water resources. There are a many private wells in the
vicinity of the proposed pipeline route, and if the groundwater becomes contaminated, this would
result in expensive water treatment requirements at best, and the inability to live in houses in these
arcas at worst. Again, the quality of materials and construction practices needs to be examined to
determine if lesser grade materials are appropriate in this region.

Light/noise pollution - The commission is concerned that a compressor station such as the one being
proposed for Northfield would have noise and light pollution impacts on adjacent conservation land.
If Kinder-Morgan is allowed to build the compressor station as now proposed, detailed mitigation
plans must be drawn up to limit and ameliorate both the amount and the effect of noise and light
produced by its operation.

The area in which the proposed compressor station will be located has been used by local hunters for
generations. Installation of this facility will impose restrictions on access to the area, thereby
eliminating passive recreation as one of the important functions of our conservation lands.




NORTHFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT

93 Main Street
Northfield, Massachusetts 01360

F D

NORTHFIELD FIRE DEPT - PIPELINE ISSUES

Additional Resources required:

Access to entire pipeline for firefighting and patient evacuation purposes during constructlon and when the plpelme
is in operation — All Wheel Drive ATV's / UTV’s (side by side}, Rescue sled, Off Road Rescue equipment.

~

~ Trench Rescue Training and Equipment for construction.
Meters to test for the presence of LNG.

Protective turnout gear.

Additional self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA).

| Wildland firefighting equipment - all wheel drive — brush truck and brush tanker.

Questions:

How does the compressor station function? Are the compressors / pumps electrically driven or are they powered by
LNG or diesel fuel? !sthe station manned 24/7/365 or is it remotely operated?
Does the compressor staticn vent? How often? How long does it vent? What are the hazards while venting?
How quickly will Kinder- Morgan be on site in response to a pipeline or station emergency?
How does K-M shut the pipeline down? How long does it take?
Does the LNG in the pipeline have an odor or is it odorless?
‘Are there fire protection systems in the compressor station? What is the fire depts. responsibility and
access fo the building?
How does the compressor station operate during a power failure? Are there any special conditions?

4-8-2015



Northfield Police Department

69Main Street, Northfield, Massachusetts 01360
Phone: 413-498-5118, Fax: 413-498-5115

MASSACHUSETTS

Northfield Police Pipeline Qutline

Construction Phase

Traffic:

« Any disturbance in normal traffic patterns in the area of construction of the natural gas
pipeline due to equipment or supplies accessing the pipeline route will require a detail
officer.

« All roadways in the town of Northfield which are excavated for the purpose of
constructing the natural gas pipeline will require detail officers.

Security:

« During construction officers will be utilized for keeping the peace and protection of
property in the work zone area, in the event of protests disturbances.

Operation Phase

Compressor Station and Pipeline security:




e The Northfield Police will require 24 hour police coverage, which will require
additional full-time staffing for immediate response to emergencies which could
include terrorism, criminal acts or any emergency requiring police response.

e The Northfield Police will need additional equipment to access all areas of the
pipeline in the town of Northfield such as ATV’s and Snow machines for the
purpose of patrolling /responding/ preventing any act of vandalism/terrorism to
the pipeline. (See attached equipment list)

¢ Additional funding to include training, attending meetings, seminars, conferences
and federal security briefings.

Questions:

What on site security will the compressor station have including video and other

surveillance systems?

1. Inner perimeter security? (Alarms)

2. Outer perimeter security? (Fence, access point gates, etc.)
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