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SUMMARY	
  OF	
  PUBLIC	
  FORUM:	
  	
  
REVIEW	
  OF	
  FIRST	
  READING	
  DRAFT	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
A	
  public	
  forum	
  was	
  held	
  on	
  Tuesday,	
  May	
  31,	
  2016	
  at	
  the	
  Northfield	
  Elementary	
  
School,	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  which	
  was	
  to	
  ask	
  Northfield	
  resident	
  to	
  review	
  the	
  First	
  Draft	
  
of	
  the	
  Revised	
  Zoning	
  Bylaw.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  proposed	
  provisions	
  and	
  procedures	
  are	
  
new	
  and	
  improved,	
  and	
  others	
  remain	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  the	
  current	
  bylaw.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Approximately	
  forty	
  (40)	
  people	
  attended	
  the	
  forum.	
  	
  Following	
  a	
  presentation	
  of	
  
the	
  proposed	
  Revised	
  Zoning	
  by	
  he	
  Consultants,	
  participants	
  at	
  the	
  forum	
  were	
  given	
  
an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  ask	
  questions	
  and	
  comment	
  on	
  the	
  specifics	
  of	
  the	
  Bylaw,	
  
including	
  a	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  proposed	
  	
  two	
  new	
  zoning	
  districts.	
  	
  Participants	
  were	
  given	
  
copies	
  of	
  the	
  Proposed	
  Use	
  Table	
  which	
  lists	
  which	
  uses	
  are	
  proposed	
  to	
  be	
  allowed	
  
by	
  right,	
  by	
  Special	
  Permit	
  or	
  prohibited	
  in	
  each	
  district.	
  	
  
	
  
Participants	
  were	
  engaged;	
  they	
  asked	
  good	
  questions	
  and	
  made	
  constructive	
  
comments.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  is	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  their	
  questions	
  and	
  comments.	
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Prohibited	
  Uses	
  Throughout	
  Town	
  
	
  
Concern	
  that	
  prohibiting	
  abattoir	
  and	
  commercial	
  slaughtering	
  may	
  impinge	
  on	
  individual	
  
rights.	
  	
  Limiting	
  the	
  amount	
  may	
  help	
  to	
  define	
  the	
  scale.	
  
	
  
Village	
  Center	
  
	
  
Restaurants	
  –	
  limit	
  size,	
  also	
  regulate	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  parking	
  through	
  Special	
  Permit	
  and	
  Site	
  
Plan	
  review.	
  
	
  
Chain	
  stores	
  –	
  address	
  aesthetics	
  (the	
  first	
  Village	
  Center	
  Plan	
  has	
  design	
  guidelines,	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
work	
  was	
  done	
  on	
  this,	
  a	
  shame	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  waste)	
  
	
  
Define	
  non-­‐profit	
  recreational	
  use	
  
	
  
Summer	
  Camps	
  –	
  better	
  define	
  educational/religious	
  
	
  
Dog	
  park	
  –	
  interest	
  in	
  locating	
  one	
  
	
  
Better	
  define	
  Retail/building	
  materials	
  (for	
  example,	
  allow	
  paint	
  store,	
  hardware	
  store,	
  but	
  
not	
  lumber	
  store	
  in	
  Village	
  Center)	
  
	
  
Golf	
  course	
  would	
  like	
  a	
  restaurant	
  (proposed	
  zoning	
  doesn't	
  allow	
  it).	
  
	
  
Make	
  explicit	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  a	
  hotel	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  restaurant	
  as	
  an	
  accessory	
  use.	
  	
  
	
  
PD/Campus	
  
Make	
  provision	
  that	
  would	
  allow	
  for	
  hair/nail	
  salon	
  
Better	
  explain	
  Master	
  Plan	
  Permit	
  
	
  
Other	
  
Address	
  adult	
  entertainment	
  uses	
  
	
  
RV	
  camp	
  ground	
  –	
  allow	
  along	
  the	
  River	
  
	
  
Better	
  define	
  home	
  occupation	
  
	
  
Where	
  can	
  a	
  crematorium	
  go?	
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Participants	
  were	
  asked	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  in	
  writing.	
  
	
  
. 
 

What	
  do	
  you	
  like	
  most	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  revised	
  Zoning	
  Bylaw?	
  
 
 
 
Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  revised	
  Zoning	
  Bylaw?	
  
	
  
Is	
  there	
  anything	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  difficult	
  time	
  understanding	
  about	
  the	
  
proposed	
  revised	
  Zoning	
  bylaw?	
  	
  
 
 
 
OTHER COMMENTS 
 


