
BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS — PROPOSED BYLAW

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Northfield Zoning Bylaws by amending the
Definitional Section of the Zoning Bylaw and adding a new Section as follows:

Battery energy storage facility: A series of containers or cabinets containing batteries and
related equipment designed to store electrical energy for periodic resale to the wholesale energy
market and/or other customers on the electrical grid. This includes all accessory equipment
necessary for energy storage, including, but not limited to, inverters, transformers, cooling
equipment, switching gear, metering equipment, transmission tie-lines, other power
interconnection facilities and/or a project substation.

And by inserting the following new section as 200-10.4 Temporary Moratorium:

200-10.4 Temporary Moratorium

The use of independent Battery Energy Storage Systems to store energy produced by solar
facilities and non-solar facilities, has recently expanded beyond expectations, and the
Town’s current bylaw contains no regulation of such facilities when those facilities are not
accessory to a permitted solar photovoltaic generating installation. These systems raise
significant and evolving environmental and planning issues for the Town, thereby creating
an urgent need to adopt regulation addressing this use. In addition, the law concerning the
ability of municipalities to regulate battery energy storage systems serving solar energy
facilities is rapidly evolving. The Town needs time to consider and study the future
implications and impact of these facilities upon the Town as a whole, and on the Town's
current and future planning goals. Imposition of a temporary moratorium on Battery Energy
Storage Systems as a principal use will allow sufficient time to assess these issues and
amend the Zoning Bylaw to address the impact of these facilities on the Town's
environmental resources and its planning goals.

A. Temporary Moratorium.

For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning By-
law to the contrary, the Town hereby adopts a temporary moratorium on the use of land or
structures for Battery Energy Storage Systems as a principal use. The moratorium shall be
in effect through August, 2025 or the date on which the Town adopts amendments to the
Zoning Bylaw concerning Battery Energy Storage Systems as a principal use, whichever
occurs earlier. During the moratorium period, the Town shall undertake a planning process
to study, review, analyze and address what revisions to the Zoning Bylaw relative to Battery
Energy Storage Systems as a principal use are needed or desirable to allow for and
regulate such use consistent with protecting the Town's environmental resources and
furthering its planning goals.


