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| Mrs. Fo Bo Caldwell, Custodian,
| The Northfield Historiéal Society
East Northfield, HMass.

My dear Mrs. Caldwell:

‘ You will recall that Mr. Harold C. Keith of Brockton very
@ kindly offered to send us a copy of the "Diary of Charles Leroy
Preston covering his Mission in Siberia May to December 191%,"

for the archives of the Northfield Historical Society.

He sent this diary to us gsome weeks ago, but, as Professor
Duley and some others wanted to read it before it was handed over
to the Soclety, it has been kept in my custody. I now hand it
e over to you for the Society. :

I acknowledged it when it was received and thanked him
for sending it tous. I would suggest, however, that the Society
also gend either him or Charles Preston's widow, or both, a note
of thanks. i

% It is a very interesting document and ore which ths Society
! should be proud of having. As ever,

Sincerely yours,

AGKM:EHS
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GIFTS AND BEQUESTS TOWARD ENDOWMENT FUNDS ‘ARE GREATLY NEEDED TO
PUT THE WORK OF THE SCHOOLS ON A MORE PERMANENT FINANCIAL BASIS.
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 UNTOLD TALE OF WAR HERO

é}hairles L. Preston’s Sacrifice in Hunting Russian
.+ Platinum Needed by American Army

By WILLIAM L, CHENERY.
R HIS i3 the story Of one of the un-
known /° .zican heroes of the
, World ‘ar. On the surface

there was ho more splendor in
his carecr than that which at-

taches ‘Lo the ordinary trader, but -

estually he carried out brilllantly and
with fine courage an extraordinarily
¢iftioult undertaking which during 1918
seemed to be highly important {n the
winning of the tinal vietory,

The record of this by-adventure of
the supreme rdventure of our clvilizatien
{5 burled somewhere in the archives of
the departments at Washington. The
War Department knows something of it,
and the Navy Department and the De-
partnient of Commerce and the present
poscessora of tho papers of the War In-
1Industries Board elt have thelr share of
the facta. But the whole story is known
#!30 t0 two men who are wiling to tell
it. One of them is Willam C. Redtfeld,
ex-Becretary of Commerce, and the
other 1a B, 8. Cutler, who was a divl-
sion c¢hiet under Secretary Redfleld and
15 now in business in New York.

Vietory demanded fmperiously many
things in addition to untold human sacri-
tice, Some of these things were rare
and hard to obtain., Among them wWas
platinum, This precious metal was
wanted for the centact points of alr-
piene engines and of Liberty motors,
and for certaln other purposes essen~
tial in the meking of war. - Rusala was,
and 18, the great source of platinum, but
by the time the United States waa well
into the war Russin's successive reve
olutiens had begun to lock the doors to
outside commerce.

Nona the Iess platinum geemed essen-
tin). The United States, through the De-
partment of Commerce, mada two dis-
tinot efforts to bring the precious white
meta} out of Russia, The first was a. pre-
Iuds to the work of the man whoss ad~
ventures and whose sacritice are the oc-
casion of this parrative. ¥What hape
pened in the f{rst inatance, however, 2o
closely conditioned the attempt which
was to follow that {t {s prerequlsite to
underatanding the atory,

Storting the Platinum Search,

My, Cutler, to whom wag delegated tha
duty of buying platinum for the War
Department gh an ar be-

Commaree prica was too high. While
the controversy was raging. the.Wnr

Preston ed e r
with the local suthorities, A banker in
wvas the chlef quarry.

Department d the
2nd the quarrel over the price was oent
to the courta,

Emnter Young Fresfon,

There It remained, One Important re-
sult followed, The former source of
supply was cut off. The adventurers
and the speculators in Russie woutd no
longer deal with the United States. The
oral contract had been broken and they
were no longer Interested. But the
army and the navy 6till needed platinum
and Russie seemed to be the most prom-
ising market,

Offlelals of the Department of Com-
merce dlscussed the situation with
& young American, Charies L, Pres-
ton, who had lived in Riga for soveral
years. Ar, Preston had married a Rus-
slen woman. As the Russlan agent of
A shon ers he had
traveled much, He was young—just
under 33—and he had a ecnse of ad-
venture,

Preston expressed the bellef that the
mines In the Ural Mountains liad been

This man wans the agent of a number of
men who posscszed & large quantity of
the desired metal, .

Day by day the banker and the relféf
worker would bargain over the platinum.
The Russlan sa{d he had 40,000 ounces,
Every few duys, {n order to ptimulate
the eagerneas of the Amerlcan, he wonld
announce that some of the metal hiad
been withdrawn by the owner, Preston,
strictly limited as he waa In the price
he _could offer, was sgriously handl.
capped in this gamo. Finzlly one day,
to bring the matter to a test, he offered
a high price for 100,000 ounces. Agents
of the German Wear Office were salso
secretly negotlating for the platinum,
and the American found that he could
not obtaln »0 large a quantity at any
price.

Then g curlous situation developed. In
order to do his worlt effectually, Preston
had cpitivated the local military authori-
ties. Through the commandant in Ekat-
erlnburg ho was taken to the house
where the Czar Nicholas had been con-

preductive fong after the fall of the
Czar and thet platinum was to be had
In that region, He also sald that minera
and soldlers and farmers in the country
about the mines probably had'small ac+
cumulstions of the matal, He yvoluns
teered to attempt to buy what he could
from such people, Ho, was warned of
the controveray over the price and was
told he must not go above the figure
then approved by the War Industries
Board. :

In such circumstances he started out
from Vindivostok. The rallroad service
had broken down and after wecks of
futlle effort he was cenvinced that his
attempt was In valn. In desporation he
went (o Toklo and tried to enlist tho aid
of some of his Jopanese friends, That
effort also was doomed, and he went
back to Yiadivostok. Then the Ameri-
can Red Cross, doing work In Siberla,
mought his services, He jurped at the
opportunity becauss he saw & chance to
fultill. his original misslon. The Red
Cross commissioned him a Colonel and
placed him in charge of a retief train.
To this day, it s za{d, the Red Cross
does not offically know that he was atso

tween the then Secretaries Baker and
Redfield, Imugined that despite the Bol-
shievist revolution bankers and others in
European Russia bad c¢oma into the
possession of large quantities of the
metal, It was impoasible, however, et
the time openly to ottempt {o buy
ptailnum from 'such men hecause the
msre Information of the existence of the
metal would have Invited contiscation
by the Moscow Governnment. Accord-
fngly, prrengements were made with two
internationzl adventurers and with a
well known Russlan business men who
was willlng to take part in the atfafr
because It appeared to offer him a way
of ¢scapa frol olabevigm. <., ..

‘The Depar nt of Commerce made an
oral contract with {bess thres men to
buy platinum at §105 an ounce, a price
$10 above (ha old quotation in the United
States, but §10 below the figure which
then obtalned,

By sundry methods these men obtalned
£0,000 ounces. To them was given the
incentive of a reoliatively good price be-
caure of the grave physical risks in.
velved in the deal. They might at any
tirea hirve been shot, and if caught they
srould certainly have been imprisoned
Much of the platinum they kot in Mos
‘cow, the larger quautitles through for
mer bankoers. Then began a long ami
arduous trip acress Europoan Russi
and through Stberfa. Tha thres mes
wraveled togother; yet they often pre
tended not to know each other, A
times the motal was concealed in boxe
of bread, Often the packages wer
opensd by guards and Inspectort
Food was even then scarce emough it
Rusela to make men fight to retal
what they had. Little swoprise wa
evinced by the inspectors, therefor(
when tha edventurers ressnted inter
gerence with their bread boxes,

Often the travelers were compellsd {

. stop for days in oul-of-way places |
giberla. They Mmew that if they a3
peared to be in & huery they would t
arrested .as suspiclous characters, £
they moved and rested and moved ¢
agein, Finally. they reached Viadlvo
tok, and the platlnum, representing

fortune of large size, was shipped 1
New York, By the time it arrived !
tho express station fn this city, & di
ference of opinion concerning the prop
price to poy for platinum had developt
in Washington, The War Industri
Board ruled that the Department .

g for tho A Government
on 2 highly important mission.
Thé relief train was welt run by all
accounts, Az n Red Crosy Colonel, Pres-
toh was o success, Under dlscouraging
eonditlons, e carried the train forward
deeper jnto the couniry. And in each
town ha searched for platinum, Usually
he entered with as much pomp and
caremony as possible, Hix first proced-
ure waa to visit the chiet officlals of the
community, A Red Cross Colonel was
a large and commanding person and
his native dignity was such that nearly
everywhere he wag zsked to revicw the
focal troops. These troop reviews roon
bacame s useful part of his routine,
for .through .them he firat became ac-
quainted with the soldiers, mmany of
whom had come from tha Ural Moun.
tains. As he got famillar enongh with
the people to avold susplclon he would
fnquire sbout platinum. Actuslly he
obtained muth In this way, But all
the while he was working dack into
the couniry nearer to tha source of
aupplies.

The strain of being both a Red Crose
offictal, concerned oply about relfeving
the needs of the peopls, and a scout for
the Amsrican military machine, seeking
to purchase secretly a necded war
supply, was wearing on Preston, Alt
his §ngenuity, all his unusial powera
of dealing with men, were called for,
Hes had constently to bargain closely,
Fehind him was the great noed, and the
precise Inrtruction not to go above &
definlte figure. LimHed In this way,
necessary as the limitation undoubtedly
was )¢ naifonal funds were not Lo be
wasted, he hed to continie:

The people he demlt with as 2 Red

vCrou agent must not be allowed to';

guess that he had other purposes. The'
Conmul General at Visdivostok had Riv
Jotted certaln funds to him, and these
wers used for platinum, Often, how-
over, he was compsiled to barter with
peasants and aoldjers, Baked beans—
* Boston Baked Beans,’' so ran the Je-
gend on the cans—weré the currency
through which some of the platinum was
obtatned, Then he reached Ekaterin-
burg,

In Bkaterinburg he lingerad long, The
four cars of bis truin were put on a side
track, and his res} campaign for plat-
Inum began. The Red Cross Colopel
used ali the pomp and cirownstance he
could arrange. Masic and military re-

views were blended. with relet work.
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tined und whero the royal family had
been murdered, One day, as a mark
of frlendshly, the story, or e story, was
told the Red Cross Colohel and he was
taken through the house, and the scene
was ve-enacted for him. As later he
recounted ft to Mr, Cutler, the facts wers
that one of the minor officials at Mos-
cow gave the order for killing tha Czar
without the sanctfon of his auperiors,
The man, who happened to be In charge
of all prisonens in Husale, uscd bla op-
portunity, and the order went through.
Finelly it reached Ekalorinbury and &
partioularly brutal captain, This man,
to ron the account brought back by
Charles L. Preaton, had the family hud.
dled together {n a room and shot to
death,

Such was the story coufided to the
American as o mark of friendship.

But copfidencen are somoiimes dan-
gerous possessions, and soon, in u subtle
way, Preston began to get word that
£ he expected to lcave Russla alive his
must go out qulokly, Ha knew too
much, So negotiation with the banker
wag hurried, and {inally 20,000 ounces
of platinum wera oblained from him.
Then the hard way oul of Siherfa was
traversed. Ifero and there the Red
Cross Colonel waa compelled to be 2
road bullder, He stopped In various
plrces to adminlater rellef. Al ‘the
whils he continued to buy platinum,
Finally, after about six months, he
reached Visdivostok and delivered his
accumulalions of about 50,000 ounces fo

'
the Copsul General, who transferred it
to the keopltig of the Admiral of the
Amorican fleet. LI

Preston then took a boat to the United
States, He went divect to Washington
and made his report. Having completed
his work, he went to hils home at Cam-
pelio, Mass., to visit his wite and bis
1ittls son, Within three hours' after he
reached home he dled, a vietim of the
strain of Ws work, Al of the energy
he had—and he is sald to have been o
powerful man—had besn given to his ad-
venture. i

Such, is the narrative of Charlés L.
Preston as it reached his superlors at
Washington, ' SBoms day in his own words
the cxperlencs may be related, for
during the hirardous and weary months
in Siberln the Colonsl'kept a diary which
pletures in full details of his remnark-
ebla adventure, That record is gimost
the only possesslon of = one-time.rich
aceumulation which Charlen L. Prés-
ton loft to his’widow and son when he
finlshed his’ work—besides the memory
of ipapiring achievement. .

Eumes
7, 1021
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’ffthe nnmber of officérs who; by viktbue” ‘of . theéir merlterleus serV1oe ’
during. the receni ‘war; have bheen” rec@mmendedﬂ_or this Medal it.is A
to be exnected that some bime will elapse before aehion 1g taken in thls Rt
o Qarﬁlcula ;casa, but F shall be wlad to inform. you persenally as soon '
a8 I learn thé eutcomes. : :

Poee i TH gives me: much‘pleasure 4o do whatever R in my power: to -
' ' seeure recognlblon of M. Prewbon's .services. to- +the Government - in Fhe. -
L . proeurement of platlnum from Siberia. . This nlSSlOn,.WhTGh he aceompllshed
1 o with signal suceess, wag of great value, and if, as’ I understand, ‘he ',
R " contracted the mala@y from which ‘he @ied while so. seérving the Goverﬁment
~he as truly sad unselfishly gove his life for his country as did the
'_soldlers Wwho-. were kllled pu-the battlefield. There is nothing that I
-dan say .which will increase the pride yom feel in. he-heroism of. your
husband nor diminish the great sorrow you are endurlng, but 1t 1sv,;
S v:—gnt satlsfactlon to. me ‘to express o you, b
'““Departmgn,, the sympathy and regret that is felt ag Well g deep appr ¢
. of. the. exceptlcnally merlt@rious service of Mr; Preston,~ -

1
!f
F

Slncerely yours,

e o . . C c. Wllllams -
S o - Ma jor General REN S A, _ L
8hief of Ordnance S , TS




ALYS OFFICE -
CKeENARDEN HALL

THV AMERIGAN BED CR@S

' Hatlonal Weadquarbev R ‘
: © March. 11 1919.»:

- Mrs.. Oharles L Preston,~

118 Pléasant Street,
Broqkl;ne, Mass.

 y dear Mrs, Preston:

-We. have read w1th great fegret of thefdéathfdfiyour,

huisband ; Mr Chamles Tia. ﬁresten.,

o _ Last year.- whén the Bed Cross d601ded to! send a C@mm1581an‘7” S
Ho Biberia we got in touch with YNr, Preston by cable and“he. :
~’stepped 1nto uhe bree

- an&'was MGSB effectlve in starﬁvnﬂ our Work y

Py ; ; X @ceupieﬁ at- the tlme
€ ‘ © the nitéa qtates Gé ernmentW ‘he. mest
oatr1oh1 1y ond - generously eonsented “to- act for the Amepican ‘Red:

,__aCross as well; ‘The Judgement ‘and: abiliby whlch he . showed &t th.s:af;iﬁgi
"ftrylmg time in aidlng the causé of humanity and the Red Cressrwas‘ e

Uyery mueh- apprecnated by all of us, and I take this. @pp@rtunlfy te.

_P}express to' you our sincere appreclaﬁion of his. ald and the shoak. @nd“'
".regret WhlGh his death has been to both myself and ny - assoelates.r» L

I am- e301981ng, under separate cover, Ml. Preston 8 commls~"

 1on aé Magor With the American Red Cross.

L VerY »1neere1y yours,
('signed) Willoughby G. Walling
: Vice Ghairman. .




PR:NmPALs orncs b
: KENARDEN HALL B

| WAR DEPARTYENT

ﬂashingtan

- Almy 17 1921 |

A. Frothlngham,

cese;” must ‘be adhered-to and” any ‘actdon RAICRA

ces: of T s Preston, or. obher Givilians;: muut;i”
. o imie as-an . appropvlate means of extendlng

iy such rec@gnltlan is- provided,‘;x,. :

Sinecerely yours,.

o | (signed)John W, Wecks,
Poonoo e T s o ' o Secréetary of War, .

- ‘Inels. '
File of Exhibits _
4marked L L
inelusive; Ee RUN
'Preston '
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CHARLES LEROY PRESTON

A tablet at the Northfield Tewn Hall bears this legeadz
NORTHFIELD UNVEILED THIS TABLBT
TOWN MEETING DAY FEB. L, 1929
TO HONOR HER NATIVE SON
CHARLES LEROY PRESTON
Below this, there is cast a likeness of Charles Preston of whiech his wife. Virginia,
has written "is an excellent likemese of my husband." Charles Preston appears to be
a fine looking mam, with a very pleasant expression. Below the likeness the
inseription c¢ontinuest
WORLD WAR HERO }
GHOSEN BY VAR DEPARTMENT TO BUY §2,500,000 WORTH OF PLATINUM FOR THE
ALLIED COMMAND HE VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE WITHOUT PAY
"\ SEGRET MISSION TO RUSSIA WHICH REQUIRED REMARKABLE BUSINESS ABILITY,
TAGT, UNFLINCHING COURAGE SUGGESSFQLLY PERFORMED AT GREAT AND CONSTANT
PERSONAL RISK AND HARDSHIPs'
FROM CITATION FOR DISTIN&UIS%B SERVICE MEDAL
“HE, AS TRULY GAVE HIS LIFE FCOR HIS COUNTEY AS DID THE SOLDIERS
ON THE BATTLEFIELD.® MAJ. GEN. WILLIAMS, CHIEF OF ORDNANCE.
BORN NORTHFIELD, JULY 22, 1878
DIED BROOKLINE, FEB. 17, 1919 FROM SHOCK, SIX HOURS AFTER ARRIVAL
HOME FROM YONE OF THE MOST DARING MISSIONS EVER UNDERTAKEN.Y
Virginia Preston had this letter from The American Red Cross, March 11,
1919, *"Although Mye Preston was very much occupied at the time with work he was
doing for the United States Govermment, he patriotically and generously consented
4o act for the Ameriean Red Oross as wells The judgment and ability which he
showed at this trying time in aiding the cause of humamity and the Hed Cross was
very much appreciated by all of us, and I take this opportunity to express to you
our sincere appreciation of his aild.®
I shall resd ap account which appeared in the magazine OUTLOOK on
July 11, 1923, five years after his mission. It is entitled A MONUMENTAL QUEST
FOR PLATINUMs Occasionally I shall read excerpts from Mr. Preston's journal which

he modestly titled, "A Trip into Siberia During the Fall of 1918, It is my impression

that be completed his jourmal as a report of his activities in Siberia after he had
finished up all business and because of lack of passage, had to remain im Yokohama
for a months »
Dre and Mrs, Carl Comptom were in Russia at the same time that Preston
was there. They were doing relief work as he wass They do not remember Mre
Preston particularly, but they feel quite sure that they must have been in his
company at some times. Carl helped me immeasurably in learning to pronounce the -
Russian words. (You may not believe me, bubt I have been practisings) |



e ]

CHARLES L. PRbS‘i‘GN -
(OUTLOOK, July 11, 1923)
: A MﬁﬁﬁMEﬂTAL QUEST FOR PLATINUM

The manufacture of war explosives required the use of platinmum for certain
chemical processen, and it was aaﬁassary soaﬁ after we entered the war to secure an
unusual quantity of this precious metals The chief source of supply was Russia, and
at the request of the War Depsrtient the Buresu of Forelgn end Domestic Commerce purw
¢hased through agents in Petrograd some sixteen thousand ounces, which was duly
shipped to this country, consigned to the Seeratary of Commerces Its value then was
from §95 to $105 per councey and it was with much relief that the costly material
was turned over on its arrdval to the War Department. It beceme evident, however,
that still more wes required to satisfy the appetite of the cannon for explosives,
but by this time, early in 1918, ﬁha,ﬁassianlﬂeVOluti@a had ¢leosed the former
avenuss of pufchase, Still the "vitally necessary” platinum must be had “almost at
any cost", the record says, and it could be found in sufficient quantity only in
Russiae

Emergencies are said to brimg the men able to cope with them; certainly this
erisis found in Charles Preston those combined gualities which led to his selection
to earry out a desperate enterprises Mre Preston had heen comnected with the Depart-
ment of Commerce for sevvice inm Ruseia, where he had lived twelve yearsj he"spoke the
lengusge and wes familiar with the Russien people,” '

Chosen by the War Bepartment for the daagerous duty, because of his peculaar
fitness for it,-he,VGluateerea to serve without compensation. "His mission was
necessarily a secret omey* and he undertook it as a eivilian. Leb us look at the
man for a moment before he enters on his perilous taske Mrs Preston was a young
business men who was aﬁﬁ‘qpite‘farty(yaars of age when the story opems. He had
been connected with a great show-manufacturing company for seventeen yearss He had
become experienced as a collector and buyer of hides for several large concerns,
and had been successful in ;916'13 removing a large quantity of ¢alf skins from
Riga (a Hussian port on the Baltic Sea) under circumstances of great difficulty,

A friend writes: "The character of Mr, Charles Preston was motable in that it
combined a youthful spirit of advesture with a sober business semse which the big
industrial men vespected highly; ot one time he could be a dashing end handsome
young man driving a sporty motor ¢ar ab a seaside resort, and at ancther tine a
‘man who would negotiste relentlessly for a busimess adventage with the keenest
commercial minds in Russial”

The task before him was one to tax the powers of the ablest. He was secretly
to take a lerge sum (82,500,000), enter Siberia and go as far as was necessary to
secure iﬁs,?alua in platinume This he was to bring back to Viadivostok and deliver
there to our Government representatives It was known that the TransSiberian Rail-
way line was broken and that hard fighting was going on along the line, The country
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near the railway was infested with robber bands to whom all save themselves were
foess It wes doubbful if one could penetrate for the thousends of miles it might
be necessary to travel to sccomplish the results

A1l the dangers were accentuated by the precious freight to be carried both
wayss This young Americen business man (39 years old) willingly undertook the
desperate tasks He kept a Journalesseewhich is gll too brief and in which his
msjor task is nearly invisible. It permits, however, when supplemented by facks
derived from obher sources, such knowledge of his noble and unselfish service as
even his modesty could nob wholly conceals | - | o

Arviving ab ?1§élivo3ﬁ¢k about the first of May, 1918, he found the ¢ity in the
hands of the Bolsheviks. Life at a sowcalled hotel was nearly impossiblej food and
service were bad and cleanliness could not be hade He was welcomed on board (the
American) flagship Brooklyn end remained there some monthse He succeeded during
thds xaerzi.éé in accomplishing @ part of his wovk, but, as it was impossible to get
sufficient quantities of plebinum, he ¥found ib imperstive to travel to the center of
Siberid," and perhaps to "conbimue to the Ural Mountains." |

| On June 29th the Guecho-Slovaks took the eity of Vladivostok away from
the Holsheviks with very littls trouble, there being practically only one day's
fighting in the city itselfs This activity on the part of the Uzechs was the resuli
of an oyder given by the Bolshevik goverament, ab that time in Petrograd, that all
Czecho=Sloveks should be disarmed end confined to prison cempss The order affe¢ted
fully 75,000 Czechs who were scattered o)l along the rallway lines fyom Pensa in
Buropesn Russia to Viedivostols (The Germans realized that the Ozechs would be &
decided: asset to the Allles so they awvanged to heve the Czechs disarmeds) The
Orechs took the initiative end killed or ceptured many times their own number of
the astonished and many times unprepsred Bolshevikes The astounding successes the
Czechs accomplished read like fairy teles éud are glmost unbeldeveble if one did
nob know that the stordes were true in every details The Czechs gradually secured
control of the railway lines commecting that port, Vladivosbok, with the main Transe
Siberian Rallways - ' :

By several months of patlent, adept efford, Mre Preston had secured the cooperw
ation mot omly of the Americen consul end officersy but of Russian officialss
Meanwhile the menoger of the Russian end of the Red Cross condluded that Preston
wis the best available mea to donduct a traimload of hospital supplies through to
Irkutisk, in Siberis. - ‘ ‘ :

His journsl conbinuess . » . |

, YAs soon e bhe Ozechs started their activities I received a cable from
the Red Cross ab Washingbon, requesting me to undertake the organizstion of the
Anerican Red Cross in Siberla to establish hospitals for rellief of wounded Czechs
and aid to lerge civilian population which had been driven out of Russia and Siberis.
some refugees dating from 191" ; ' ,

7 Work went foywerd - "wery hard work" - getting hospitel bulldings, two
ambulance trainsy automobiles and an ambulance, offices and lodging places for.

personnels _

© " npustom House officlels demanded we pey full duty on all Red Oross -
suppliess I protested strongly end they at last let our supplies in Duby Freessess
We gradually got things into working ordersssswith 250 wounded or sick in a sk
hospitsl in 'Viﬁﬁmﬁ&sﬁ@k Bay and we were caving for about 3000 refugeesseusede had
a hogpital at Harbin and another in Manchurias ,



wipm

nI arvanged to take in Red Oross supplies so as not to awaken suspicion

on the real purpose of my trip. By cheer bluff was able to geb as mamy cars as we
neaded, but only two dining cute 10 use as operating carss I needed a proper
dining care There was no foud aveilable om tho way end there was no chance of
making a successful trip (of 9 or 10,000 miles) withoub a dining care”
o He tried the Allled Rsllway Committese, Red Cross and Gen Horvat, _
Director of the Far Eastern Railwey. Finally the Minister of Rallwaye “for scme
unlmown reason gave me the use of his own private diningcar. On Septs lhth we
pulled oub for Western Siberins® (¥his was the first trein that wenb west over
the Trans-Siberisn Reilwey after its operations were interrupted by the Bolsheviks, )
o A further illustration shows Prestom’s persistence and courage in his
dealing with Gen Horvats “He at first vefused to furnish the American Red Cross
with cars of any descriptiony sc we informed him thab if he did not give the necessexy
orders ab anve, and furndsh us with coples of the telepvems, that we would telegraph
to the President at Washingbon, sbabing that Gem Worvat was persomajly responsible
bacausé we were not sble to get two ambulance trains to bransport the wounded Cuzechs.
This worked lile a charme : : o ,

 four houvs after their start there wevs signs of trouble aheads They met the
Gresh Commander 4n a tiain teken fyom the Bolshevike, It ¥showed plaiwly the
btillet holes, broken windows, snd generally battered condition which one expects
to find on a train theb had gone through such ofdesls as many of the trains on the
Siberdan railvays wers cabiige;d $o mdergos Practically all of the Lfighting was done
along the railwaysy and o greater part of the duags damage was done Lo vallway
propertys Bridges were destroyed, waber bowers blows up, end coul and wood burned
in wholegsale quentities weaning Just so mach move trouble snd deldy to those who

were attempting to get the redlweys into working orders™ ,.

it Herbin the Russian transporbabion manager refused to furmidsh a dining car
that had been promiseds "By pure bjuff® Mr. Preston Ybearded him in his den® -
#just to show bhat be couldn't keep an American oub by refusing to ses himsssale
succeeded in doing exsebly as we had made up our minds to dos™

Amother incident shows how Hre Preston gob what he neededt *We were

veady 40 pwll ouby but the station mester inforwed us that as it was n Chinese
noliday there weve no Livemen to be hads After we had convinced him that we wonld
furnish the fireman, then be suid that there was 5o engineery and he agted Lo
suspleiously that we deelded at three o*elock that we would look into the matter
ourselvess S50 Capbe Brazina and I took one of our soldiers, all of whomessspoke
Russien, end wenb over to the stations In the meantime we had heard indirectly
that there were at least thres engines with full crews stending in the round house
with steam all up, snd that the station waster and the round house master were
delaying us oub of pure cugsednesss We wenbt over to the stubtion master and asked
him when he intended to give us an engine, he said he would give us the fivst one
that hed a full ovew, This wes all we wanbed to knowy, se I invited him o tske a
walk down to the yound house aboub a quarter of a wile sways He sald he couldn?t
leave the stabion and that he would telephonme to the round louse againe I told him
that he need not bother to telephone that we needed the pleasure of his company and
that I bad brought the soldier along to walk with him. He saw there was nothing
¢lse Lo do bubt go with use We walked dowa to the round house ond asked for the
Magter, who ceme blustering out end demended what we wenteds X told him we desired
to see how meny engines he had veady for immediste service ond also the reuson why
he had rot furvdshed us with an engine when we bad asked for 4ty The firet purt of
the ‘question was automebically enswered, for as we were talking e big American type
lacomotive tolled out vf Lhe round houses I simply said you needn't trouble to
snswer my questionsy for I see what I am looking for amd if you have snything to
say about it I will accommodate you both to a free ride up to Manchuriae Post, where
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the Japsnese soldiers ave statdoned, and 4f I am nob able to comvines you that I have
a right to have an engine, why then T am sure that the Japs will be able to convince
yous Reither of them :ahwzéa sny desire Lo argue the matter :%zay further, and we started
o our wey ageinssmens

Farther on (Preston wes) skdm forbunste enough to be hitched to a Grach troop
train of eixbyfive cavss They went slowly, for there hed been “heavy £ighting less
than six weolks ‘beforas™sss "Many bridgss and au:bxarts had been blown up by the Bolsheviks,
and the t,mnpamw ones wers & Iittle s;haky.“ The watemtwera wers goneg and 81l fuels
The Gzech soldisrs aaeumd the seuntry to colleeh old t.xes and pleces of wood "o have
enough fuel to keep ﬁtaamﬁ' The journal vaaaeeda% *In many places the comtz*y looked
as though a cyclone had struck dtjevshouses and barns bad been burnedssssthere were many
traces of wrecked tradns® and remuins of aharael’aned plundere An dwportant brddge was
goney but a temporery one was. erected Yon a level with the (water in tho ) piver,
but; when it rained the weter overflowed the bridges¥ It would not support an engine,

50 the train was pushed down onbo tlds bridge; then an engine creph sautiously down
the opposite bank and pulled the train up. The damage to the Iine was such that on
some deys they could run less than 160 wiles in twenty~four hours.

 "Often we had to get wp.in the middle of the night to shift antix'e cawlcads
08 aupplslas to other s&rag when the laaded curs got hotbuxesawsThe Bolsheviks were fond
of tursing 1obse. an engine at full speed in order Lo smash up 8 Czech armioréd train
which might be slanding ab & stabions Oncey the Gzechs, fovewarned, greanvd the
tracks which slowed up the eagines They climbed abourd, réversed the englite and sent
it back abt full speed so the Bolsheviks had o Tull fledged wresk furnished them,
free of charges

The Bolsheviks had a train Load of high explosives and plenned to blow up

39 tumnels on the Trans Beikal Redlways Osechs sudd appesred on hills overlooking
the sbablon, fived on the ‘i&?amlaad, killed wany Boisheviks. demblished the b:f‘ain,
E'batn.an and yavds¥

At Chita and eleewhere (Preston) "wes swamped with requests for permiss
to vide, which it was nocessary Lo refuses” Sowe "very officitus" Bussima officers ,
wers told they Yeould vide in the freight ear on the véar of ocur train, whieh gerved
as o cabooue for our brain orews® From Ohite west theve was less trouble, because of
Gzech aentral of the Line, One tunnel wes blown upy end Hre Preston gives a vivid account
of tha conbats fov nagtery on the raﬂwayg Irkutsk was found to hava been the scens
of cleapemﬁa fightinge

"The bown is spatbered with bullet marks"n.mwy publ:ic- buimmgs have

been burned or blown upssswssthe Governor's paladesssssis one mass of bullet marks.*
Tt was fownd there that the iaformation received befors the start regarding platinum
was "absolutely wnrelisble®, gnd there was no “hope to have any success uniass T cone
timned ny Jowmey to the Ursl Mountaing,® The veilway westward wos ab the time less
disturbeds One bridge guard was “mede up of forty memy thirty had boots and twembye
£ive had ra;i‘&es; 0 that they were obliged to tuke tiwns in wearing the boots and
cazrying the rifles:® At Cmsk there wag pleaty of food} imieedf duﬁng the tr:tap
"of ueavrly tuwelve weeks, covering about nime bhousend mﬁes, ab no time were we
withoub 4 plenbiful supply of white breads There wag an sbundsnoe of everythﬁng that
Siberia produceds bub the walortunate couditions (political) end the crippledases
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railway, together with the ubtor indifferendsss.shown byssssevery govérnment officisl,

madé the distribubion of these immense supplies impossibles Sugary teay tobaceo,

clothy leather, medleinessssssdid nob existe® - |

A  They pressed on westiards Ab one station ®there were eight different kinds

of suldievs to be seen on the station pletform and endless rumbers of refugees."

All along the voute Red (ross sﬁ?ﬁliﬁa were furnished to the Czechsy who were without
‘ tlaing, and Yslowly but surely belng sse-r

money, suppiiesy rifles, ammuniti
rificed man by manewse™ _ o . i _ :
. (1£ the Bolsheviks found eny hussian or Czech officersy they mutilated them

horribly, cubt off tongues, noses and earsy bomt them sad even srucified thems This was

done by freed onviebs; who folb wwderons towsrd any subhovritys : ;

Sometimes Prestonts train was welecomed with a guard of honor and musle, -

by Gzechs op by Russian eoldierss They vimited Gsech he Ei%al& in Cheliabinek and
sent long telegrams ovdering supnlies snd modicines to geb the lwspitels in working
orders Proston pushed aliead éven to Eketerinburg (now Sverdlovsk) in Buropean ,
Rugsizy then but forty miles from the fighting fyonty which was being steadily forced
eaptwards - There he found hely from the Ameriean coneul for his pevbiculay businesse

He visited bhe bouse in which the Ozar was murdered, and gives a deteiled
mceount of the massavre of the Imperial fomily end of other Bolshevik oubragése
He snocesded in giﬁ%ing 211 the platinum vhieh the local banks had snd made srronge-
ments for moves Preston wrobe; "The banks hed no money, but had soms of vhe meberdsl
I wes bo obbain, so wo negotisteds® Nevertheless Me, Preston records that the mombh
he spent dn Bkaterinburg while eollecting plutimum “wes one of the dreariest and
most depressing perdods af my Yife, Thers was nisery mnd suffaring om all sides."

By Novembar 1l he Yhad expended a1l the evedleble money snd it was mecessary to
returme® 50 Laking the consul alomg he started back,

At Omsk we heavd of the Amistice and received "a telegram from Washington
stating that I should cesse my activities for the time being, which exactly ecoincided
with my desives.” Bo, sasbward, keeping his treesurs concesled so far as possible
vnder his mattress, picking up & cay of flour for the hospital ab Viedivostok,
sealng some Folsheviks seught ab cubtilng the telegraph wires, transporting meanwhile
seventy dnvelided Grechs in three manitary ¢ars of hils trainy he weat back to Tkutsk
on Hovember 21, Theve "Bolshevils had renewed thedy sctivities" snd "bwo nights
bafore our arrival Shere were twenby-one robberies and murders committed during the

To the sast of Trintek new worrles arose. Semencff st Chite hed protested
against Kolchel'e dletatorship end wey threatening "ald kinds of trovbles® Mre Preston
*had $oo mueh mongy fn essh and too much velpeble materiel" in his posseseion to take
any unneceasery chancess Nevertheless st Chite his train pulled in on the track newt
to nae whers two of Semenoff¥s avmored trains were stendings They “were manned by
the worstwlooking lot of cubbbrosts imeginablles® irs Proston weitess #1 sullows s
when T thought howesssthone same vescals would be asbing if they knew that in sddition
to being the innocent Red Grose traing es we sppeared to be, I had a few million {gold)
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rubles on boayd as well as obhey very valvsble meberials.¥
. “Haburally, he wes in e bremendous hurry to get oul of Ghite,® end after
an unoxpected deloysessnnsshe "was greatly reiieved to gebt out of Chits without
any unpleasant incidente, for he theught Chite wes the worst pointe® Ib was Jusb
then that ™it looked es though ouwr troubles were shout to begin in earnestness™ for
&t & Junction they ran behind a sveceliled Post Train that had been wolbing ten
hem‘zs for an engine. The steticiemaster would pronise wothing, so My. Prosbonsses
i Prestonts trip wes not withoub its lighter moments. His journal relatess
nat Virkny Udinsk I finelly weached the helght of the high sounding titles which had
been bestowed upon me during my stay in Siberda from the fired of Hays
Ab the time I cromsed to Busste from Japan in Aprdl, the Japanese Port Muthorities
took me for a new Amoricen Ambessador going to Hussie, and the mayor and the Chief
of Police made fovmal calls on mey and theye was e great emount of cevemomys The
more I denied it the move convinced they were that I was tyying o put something
ovey onm thome
At Viedivoabok T wey known es Oupts Fresbon bedsuse the !ém» Dopts had eabled that a
Gapts Preston would errive there to undertake eerbain works.
fihen wy Fed Cross activities started T was immedistely called Dostors
On my Sibevden trdp I was delled Colorol besddes having the ¢redit of being the
~Special Diplomabic Representabive of the UsSeAsy while ull the time I was something
that no ¢ne had calied mey that wes a Major in tlne» Red Grose, besides having a
- gouple of other government ssnignments, sbout which no one suspecteds -
At Viyimy Uddnsk the Ja;aaaase Gommander put on the fmishing touches by
s respecks to me and addyessing me az Uemeral and asking if I had any wmhes
to express op orders to gives
The only thing I wanbed was to put a  Litile more speed into the vailways HE He
saluted and lefhi & he gowe the desired order, it certainly did not have any
effocty for we faiaf'iy crawleds

wES hook ’chmas in his ommn mms. Finding the ra:i.lway wopkmen had mt: ‘beon padd
for three morths and were shovh of food, he offered for a train crew “a souare
méal and as much mokeéy as they clemexadad if it was anywheore within resson.® In an
howr and s half they were on thelr way, leavdng the Post ijaa belind theins

(5se dnsorh abovel#int)

| qu thids tAme on thers uere no serdous brovblese - On December 34

ab 1 semey he mived at Vigdivostoks There they worked from geven in the moywing
uabdl (ix painey when they found thet betauge of so meny irkervuptions t;zey had
made & misteke and had $o do the enbire work all overs They finished at)ten
bhat nights T4 wes delivered to our weiting transport ob 11430 pemey snd the
ship seiled at five in the wormings He felt "ap though someone had taken off my
shoulders more care and worry than I hope to carry im the future.”

He had dome his work, and dome it wells ‘The platimum was bought azt about
twenby-Tive por eent less than the limith given hime ™I wes tired and under the
weather,® he writes. He resigned his Red (ross Gommission and sailed December 23,
1918, for homes The following despatehy dated February 17, 1919, tells what followeds

Charles KPreston ai'rived home to his family apparently in good |
healthe One houy luter fauﬁ‘ered s shock from which he never regained
conselousness and died aboub six e'elceck this evening,

In reeommending him for e Dlstinguished Serviee Medsl - whieh for



B

technical ressons was never awarded - it was seids “This journey was accomplished
only by overcoming almost snsurmountable Jdifficulties and al constant and great
pevsonal hazerd and hardship, and was only cervied out by the exercise of remark-
sble energy, baect, and braverys® TIb was suggested that his citablon reads
FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS SERVIGES TO THE GOVERNMENT IN |
CARRYING GUT A SECREY MISSION TO THE INTERIOR OF RUSSIA, WHILE THAT COUNTRY
WAS TN THE THROES OF THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION FOR THE PURPCSE OF OBTAINING
A QUANTITY OF PLATINUM VITALLY RECESSARY 10 TBE WILITARY OPPRATIONS OF THE
GOVERNMEIY, WHICH REQUIRED A REMARKABLE DEGRES OF BUSINESS ABILITY, TACT,
ANT UNFLINCHING OOURAGHE, AND WHICH WAS SUCORSSPULLY PERPORMED AT GREAT AND
CONSTANT PERSONAL HISK AND HARDSHIP.

"iis mission" wrote the Chief of Ordpumce, %which ke zecomplished with
signal sucecess, wes of grast valuve, and ify as I wnderstand, he contracted the
malsdy from which he died while so serving the Goveryment, he as truly and
unselfistily gave his life for his country as did the soldlers whe were ldlled
on the battlefields? B

T deem 1t o privilege to give to his follow-countrymen this story
of the heroi¢ service of Charles Preston.

Further meterials snd informatieon regarding Charles L. Preston are in the
possession of the Northfield Historiesl Society, Northfield, Mass., Informstion
may be secured by coubacting the presidenty or the curator of the museum.

" Paper read before the ‘
Northfield Historical Society, April 20, 1971
Prepared by Hsther Morgan Leonard
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Pasadena, California
Febuary 20, 1928

Mr. Frank L, Duley
Northfield, kassachusdetts

My dear iy, Duley:

It is with the deepest emotion I acknowledge your letter of
Pebruary 11th, advising me of the tablet to be placed in the new towm
hall in Northfield in memory if my husband, Charles L. Preston.

Words are quite inadequate to express my appreciation and I can
only hope you will understand how much it means to hi° family. My husband
was indeed worthy of the honor the town of Northfie is paying.him. The
mission hecompleted for the War Devartment was an aimast impossible one.,
Hig one thought was not to fail when his country needed his services so
desperately. Only those with whom he worked so many weary weeks understood .
how heroic, self-sacrificing, he was and how he wag expending sll the energy
he possessed in making good.

ot

I regret to write that the War Depsrtment has:never recognized his
gervices in eny way. I am enclosing three letters - one from Iajor Genersl
C, ¢. Williams, one from the late John W, Weeks, Secretary of War in 1921
and ohe from.-the Red (ross. They speak for themselves. Thege are important
letters and may I PSl you to return them to me after reading them?

The Hom. William C, Redfield, Fx-Secretary of Commerce, naid a very fine
tribube to my husband in his book "With Congress snd Cabinet™ and again in hlu
latest book "We snd The World" published for use in the public sclicols,

You ask for any data about his work for the Allies., T am hot sure whab
you wish, Perhaps the following maey be of inbterest and of use to vou.

My husband left Brookline, Wass., on Baster Sunday, 1918. He asrrived
in Vliadivostok, Siberla in lay as representative of the Army, the State Depart-
ment and the Red Cross. His activities cdvered many branches of the work
such as building a hospital on lussign Island and getting everything ready for
the Hospital Unit from Tokio, feeding 2500 or more destitute people every day,
Comnereisl Aid.apd Advisor to Admiral Kuight etc.,and various other things.

T4 was necessary for him to go into Siberis under the Red Cross flag.
He wag warned by the Ordnance Dept., hefore leaving Washingbton that the Japanese

‘and Russian Governments had made the buying or selling of plabtinum a capitol

offense and the terrible risk he was baking.

Under discouraging eonditions, he organized a Red CUross rellef train and
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{Fkaterinburg)
wnet into Siberia as far a=s Zkaterinnenberg. His ususl routine was
to enter a town with as much ceremony ss poséible and visit the chief
officals and staert Hed Cross relief work at once. The officals were
alweys greatly impressed with his importance and would ask him to review
the troops, '

In this way, he would meet the people and soldiers and be able to
inguire about platinum.

He bought 23,000 cunces at the then low price of $105.00 an ounce,
He had nearly 2,500,00 under his berth to pay for it. ‘In his repord
to the Government, he exvulted over the fact that he succeeded in buying
it 25% lower than the limi®t éiven to him by the Ordnance Department. H=
also made arrsngements so more platinum could be pufchased at a fubure
timeo

His mission into Siberie lasted eleven weeks of the ten months he was

away. It covered such hazards, which he writes of ags thrilling experiences

as to meke us wonder how he ever lived through them. .

He arrived back at American Staff Headquarters in Vliadivostok on Dec.
Jrd, 1918 completely exhausted. He turned over the plabtinum to speecial
officers on board the Transport Thomas and setbtled the accounts with the
American Consul. As soon as possible, he arranged his various affairs and

went to Yokohama. He entered the U. 5. Naval Hospital to rest and have
necessary treatment wntil he could get passage beck to SanFrancisco.

I think you know the end of the story. He arrived home in Brookline,

Masgs. at noon, Feb. 17th, 1919. Hglf an hour later, he had a stroke of
apoplexy and died at six otloeck that evening.

I should be very greatly obliged if you would extend iy thanks to
each and every one who so generously desires to honor my husband in such &
a beaubtiful way.

With sinecerest apprecigbion of your very kind letter, I am

Cordially yours,

Virginia £. Preston

(Mrs. Charles L. Preston)
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Charler Toroy Predion, widely Known
in thoe leuthor trade, gind suddenly at his
home, 118 Ploasant street, Brookline, Feb,
ﬁ?. }:iﬁ» was m%m i?nf

he United 8&4&%@ gi}?}f

, “ﬁ o this mamw e~
Mr. | an waz born in Nt m
ﬁe‘iﬁ Jzzi;r 42, 1858, and his enrly wehio

days were gpent at Dwight 1. axy’
achool in that town. He then went into
the legther business In Boston, and, havs
ing ncquired g knowladge of the %m;wirg
he went (o Russln, locating Riga
where be continued In the samo iiainons
He remplined there for fAfteen Years, come
ing back 10 America whon ddsturbances
In Russin maﬁ& §i ifxaﬁx*imw@ to mﬁ;a%zx
ihéﬂs w gﬁ :

: -m&iﬁﬁtw w es@ﬁﬁ %&im m
that country last spring, and, mnking

8 headquarters for a time at Vil
vostouk, he was able to be of great ser
ice to the Washington nuthorities. Whtle
in that ¢ity he was appolnted come
mercial adviser to Admira Knight, who
was in charge of the flest in the Pacifie
Ovean, and Mr. Preston {ived for o time
- on board the fagship Hrookiye, which
was In the harbor of ?1&15&%&1&&&
Later, when the disturbances between
tka Czecho-Slovaks and the Bolshoeviki
e zmiﬁﬁs‘ he was appointed tempo-
mtg head of the Red Cross, and in that
capacity, acting with the rank of major,
he was able o do much good work, es-
pecially in the interior of Russis, Me

Presfon was & member of the flosion
Chamber of Commerce, Boston Athlelle
Assoclation and .eth Heron Ludie of
Magons of Brookline, He s survived
hig wife, who was Miss Viegind

of Bostan: one son, O Loy Prevs
ton, Jr., and his m&tﬁ&m &im Annn ?msf-
ton of Orange.
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Tanners’ Export Meeting in Boston

Last week & very enibusisstic meeting was held of the
export managers of frnts whieh ars memberg of the Tan
worg’ Councll, at the Hosten Clly Club, This waa the firat
meoting of {ts kind in Hoston and it was very gratityiog
1o the Cosnet] to know thad some was so well atteaded and
#0 much interest show,

The weeting wag condueted by B, A Hrand, Geneiad
secretary of the Tanners' Uounell, who came up from
Washingion and was aecompaniad by John B Arsold, (hist
of the Forolgn Trade Bursgn,

My, Hiand egplalned fhat the purpose of the mevting
wits {o gt together men whe are I actuad coutael wiih
the practical detnile of the taondag industey in ovider o
exchiange views on the program of the Tuture wordt faid out
by the Counell, and aecurs sugusations from them in order
that grenter eooperation miglht be obialsed,

Homea of the sublects dncuused were the walter of the
Counecl rendering s membirg assistanes in connection
with export frelght forwweding st senbenrd elilg; render
ing udid in connection with thelr translation servies for both
correspondence and thele catalogies; forming export leams
for wish vonmipoting Hues of lepther: arranging for the mest
fup with conpsereial and trade aituohes, a8 wioll as Amerd-
eatt Consils and otheyr officialy fram fovelgn countries, and
mapplug oul s numbey of other subjects (o be faken up at
the nest ety when 1 lg proposed 1o form an export
masgers' cinly, for the plirpose of gelddng down {o 5 defi.
bite working basdy, and render every poxsible aselstanies
te He wmembors in alding {hem v ldid up thele foreign
1rade,

The fellowing wers prosent zt the mideting I guestion:
4. L Devagey, Apmowr Lenther Compinyg 1L W, Clark,
Algonguin Leathey Company: Eidward A, 1 Gore, Arer

Tanndog Company: N, Gaus, 8 L, Agcos Tonning Comprny;

HoJ0 W, Blone, Bakter & Kisdal, Die Wi 3L L, Odell,
Hesse, Ovborne & Odell; 1L 8 Dillenback, Horss & Cabih,
e Hertraon G, Gould, Bristel Patent Lesther Company:
Arthur Deviin, Burse, Peeld, Blokoell Compuny; John H.
Iurns, Hurng, Frelt, Blekaell Company: . D, Moore, W,
1 Hyron & Sons Lea, Cotpnny: We A, Spslding, Colume
bin Leathier Compauny: Jus. T, GQoriley, Daydormtny Lagihe
o Uompany: L, G, Nisholl, Devilin Brothers; Jaz, 4. Done
hus, Donoline Bros. Leather Company: W, 0. Korr, Flierle
Tannltg Company: Kolways Plelshor, Frank B Foet Com-
panys Klmer J. MoMangs, The Geaton & Knlght Mz, Con
pany: T Frank Hickey, Groen & Hickey Leathey Comipany
J. W, Helburd, Helburn Thomgpron Company: 4. P Keats
g, Howes Hrothers Companys O, W, Doughty, Huni-Hay-
Rin Lesther Company: H, W, Daveaport, ¢ 1. Kepaey
Lenther Company: H. D, Talbot, A, O, Lawrence Leather
Company; L O, Webgter, The . Moonch Sons Compays;
4. P (3 Hara, Northiwestorn Loathey Company; Eiweed A,
Howe, Proctor Bilison Company: H, N, Cols, Riee & Huleh:
ing, Inea Fo Ao Buckman, The Lo B Southwick Company:
Bonjamin Slmons, Standard K4 Mg, Company: Thomas
J. Murray, TahesWhesler Compuny: Geo, W, Weight,
ThuyerFnss Company: Fred A Cromeel, ThaverPosg
Comspany: B B Van Dyne, Van DyneHunderford Come
pany; L. O Husgerford, Van Byne Hungerford Company:
£, A, Brand, Tanness” Councdl, Washington: John {1, Ae
wold, Toanners' Connell, Waahington: J. Dudley Hmith, Tan
ners’ Councl, Bogton,

ot A o e i, ot

Death of Charles L. Prestonn

Chardes Lerosy Proston, reprogentuadive of the {oorge
£, Kofth Co. Hroekton, in Rossip whore he estabiished g
sutnber of sfores, divd suddenly 4t Ms home in Brookiine,
near Boston, Febragry 17,

My, Preston was born o Novibfleld, Massy, in 1878, snd
iz enrly aohopl davs were spent sl Dwight . Moody's
sehoot In that town, He then went into the lesther bush
nesa fn fustoen, and, having acqudred g Kuowlodee of the
industre, Wwont (o fussila, localing a1 Hige, in charge of the
Goorge #. Kelth intoreste,  Ho poaoglaed there for fftasn
yoark, coming back (o Amerlea when disturbaness in Rus
sl made i fngdvlsable (o remaln there loyeer,

Buenuse of Me. Preston's scguaintance with the de
tibla of the hide und skin busipess in Hussls he wuas sble
1o pbtaln the redense of ¥ large guantity of eaifaking, This
businesy wad brusacted orough the Georie B, Kolth Co,
ad # was gadd mt the e that an oxehanye of finlshed

sole loatlier for the raw material was the method of pay-
M1

it was his Inthnaey with Ruasian afiadry that prompted
thie Department of Commerce 1o sond him 1o that country
st speing, and, making his headquarters for a time at
Vindivostor, lie wis able to be of gresl service to the
swashingtoh sulhorities, While 5 that city he was ap
pomied commercial adviser 10 Admdral Knight, who wasy
w ehinrge of the fiset in {he Paellle Ocean, and Mre, Preaton
Weed iop & thme on bosred the Hoagship Brookiyn, which was
in the havlior of Viadivestek, Later when e distucbances
betweey the Crochedlovaks and tis Holshevil] became
gente e was appointed temporary head of {he Red CUross,
and W gt capuolty, aeting with the rank of major, he
was able ig do meh goed work, especiadly in the interior
of Rusaly, He enforod the unigue dutinetion of eupresent.
s both 1he Acmy the Blate Dopartnmat and the Red
Uross,  While st Viadivosiok as representative of the Red
{Urozs he fed 8096 reluuves daully,

Me. Proston was o inan of exemplary charuetor asd
fdgh aftalwmonts.  He excelled In wany Hnes of activity,
e waa promdoesi as o sportsman, having won the Kalser
eitp for the 1500 mile putomebile race,  He wag the chame
plog tennts plaver of Petrograd and was an uhosually fne
shot. .

My, Preston wiag & member of the Hoston Chamher of
Comneree, Hostop Athletic Assoclstion and Beth Horen
Lodge of Masons of Hrookline. He {g sureived by hs wite,
who was Mizg Virginls Afking of Boslon: otie gen, Charles
Leray Progton, Jy, and hlg mothier, Mra, Anng Preston of
Cyane,

Death of George 8. West

Hevrge £ Wesl, vieepresident and manager of the fos
ton saten degariment of the Dusgan-Hood Company disd
Saturday, Fobrary 15, of peritonitie following an opera-
tion for appendicitiy.  Funoral serviges were hedd ol his
aold resplence 2 Tevon foad, Swampseoty, Mass, Mr, West
wag woll known throughout the shov fudustry of Now Eng
e anil had been assochted with the Dungan-Hood Come
pany for 27 vears, He cauie (o Bosten 25 years ago, Me
West waz borp In Washingten, D, O 44 sears sgo. His
father, George N, West, fn Amoriean Consul General at
Vaneouver, H 0 He §s sttrvived by big widow and a sls-
{or who dg the wife of Jumes 8. Carter of the Davis Shos
{'ompuny, Lynn,

Stocks of Hides in Argentine

o Advieer just reeelved by the State Deparbment from
Ienos Alees, Argeinting, glve ostimdtes of hides now on
Wand i that country, I fa bellaved thad at least onehall
mittion wet aalted hides were on band on January 31, rep
resuntine the November and Docember kill, as woil as
sorme which were hold over because of Jack of shipping
fuetifties. Of {he total amonnt, 185,000 gre degtined for the
United States, 150080 for Rarope and the disposition of
the balanee has nol beon declied. Exporie lasl year (o
{aled 3,206,000, olmost equally divided between the United
States and Hugland,

it 13 esthunted thaf from 00,600 te 700000 dry Wides
werz on band Jawwire 31, about halt of which will be
shilpoed fe the United States, :

Tha roport stides that U fs Impossibiie to estimale the
sumber of calf or sheopsking on hand, but there are proly
ably 580 tmdos of zoalaking of 370 kllog each, ahout half of
which will be shipped fo this country.

i R R i sl s s

Goatskin Division of Tanners’ Council

Lotrd 11 Slnons hus resttned as Chalrman of the Goat
und Uabretta Division of the Tabpers' Councll swlsg fo
pressure of private business. He has been succaeded by
hartes Vuughs, of Dubgay, Hosd & Co

Tanners Meet in New York
Thers will e a meeling of the Board of Divectors o
tht Tanuers Councll in New York on Thursday, Pebruary
24, nt the Bush Terminal Haollding.
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221 Pond Street
South Weymouth, MA 02190

Northfield Historical Commission
Town Hall

69 Main Street

Northfield, MA 01360

Attention: Marie Ferre, Chair
Dear Ms Ferre,

I had the opportunity to visit your beautiful town last week and was impressed by the
memorial, in the Town Hall, to Charles Leroy Preston. The memorial indicates that
he died in Brookline, Massachusetts which is where I grew up.

No one in the Town Hall seemed to know much about Mr. Preston and perhaps, because
he died within three days of the completion of his mission, he is lost to history.

I searched the internet and was able to come up with the enclosed information. The newspaper
account says he died at Campello, Massachusetts, Campello is a village of Brockton, .
Massachusetts. I wonder where he is buried?

At any rate, this son of Northfield deserves to be memorialized. I’'m not sure that “Charles
Preston Day” is in the offing but perhaps your great website could include a picture of his
mefnorial and tell his stoty.

Thanks to you and to the members of the Commission for what you do to keep history
alive.

Smcerely,




The Art Stone Company

of Millers Falls, Mass, 1906-1933
Compiled by Joel N Fowler, 2019

Various types of cement and concrete have been used since ancient times. Its content and uses have
evolved over time. Even artificial stone, more often called cast stone now, has been known since the
1700s. This latter process usually involved heating and moulding various materials together, say sand,
crushed stone or pebbles, of limestone, granite or marble and cement. The resulting shaped pieces
could then be soaked in solutions for the purpose of hardening. Resulting products are often used as
architectural features such as trim, ornament, and facing. The term “art stone” may be short for artificial
stone or used as a term to suggest that the product is cast in a way to replicate art. Indeed, garden
ornament and sculpture became in the 1800s a popular use of the form.

We began hearing more about artificial stone in Massachusetts in the 1870s. The Frear Artificial Stone
Co of Bristol County, Massachusetts was founded in 1872. One of the earlier advertisements in 1872
appears from one D J Curtis of Springfield, practical mason and builder, plain and ornamental plasterer.
in addition to stucco center pieces, corbels, cornices, consoles, capitals and brackets, terra cotta
chimney tops, vases, fountains, etc, he was also taking orders for Shillinger artificial stone pavement. By
1873, we see the Springfield Artificial Stone Co. For many years, artificial stone was used in our area, but
seemingly more for sidewalks and curbs. Yet, we also see ads in Springfield in 1890 for artificial stone
vases for cemetery use. ‘

Thus far, the origins of the Art Stone Company are somewhat cloaked in mystery. We do know that the
Greenfield Artificial Stone Company, Greenfield, Mass, was organized in 1906 in order to manufacture
dry process cement blocks. It is not clear whether or where the company may have operated in
Greenfield, as in the same year the company bought property of Augustus B Ross on Prospect St, Millers
Falls, Mass, near the Millers Falls Station of the Boston and Maine Railroad with spur track, and created
a manufactory there. They also leased additional property from Ross. Irving L Bartlett was listed as
manager of the company from the start in 1906. He had come under the gaze of one or bhoth of the
Wells brothers.

The business started out with a small shed forty feet square and but two or three men employed. It was
reported that within two years the business was determined to be unprofitable, as anyone could
manufacture cement blocks locally and save themselves the transportation costs. The company then
enlarged their building and adjusted the layout for the output of pre-cast building stone. In 1909 they
were advertising for cast stone building trimmings as well as for cement blocks.

When the company sold a piece of their property in 1909, F E Wells was president of the company. |
doubt that this was a major involvement for him, as he was more concerned with the pipe and die
business, as well as with other business activities, principally in Greenfield. He was likely a passive
president. In 1910 the company changed their name to the Art Stone Company.



CONCRETE POTTERY GARDEN FURNITURE

THE ART STONE COMPANY

Plain and Ornamental Stonework
FOR BUILDINGS

MILLERS FALLS MASS.
Ad in 1913 Manning directory for Millers Falls, Mass

By 1911, the company manufactured plain and ornamental stone for buildings where they had a sizable
trade among the contractors of New England. They also made lawns seats, vases, balustrades and
artificial stone steps for formal gardens, creating whole gardens of the art for such as Mr A H Dakin at
Amherst, Massachusetts. By this time they had also installed pieces at the Weldon Hotel in Greenfield.
Albion B Allen of Amherst, Mass left off his building and construction business in Amherst in 1911 to
become president and treasurer of the Art Stone Company in Millers Falls. Another most important
addition to the cast of characters was added about 1912 in the person of Noe Regali, who would
become the creative force behind the company. One commission the company received under Allen was
for placing the stone work of the fountain basin and walks around the Cook Memorial Fountain in
Sweetser Park in Amherst. This work was done in 1914, which year Allen left the company to return to
business in Amherst.

conirinbldilites
Cook Memorial Fountain

il el

Bartlett continued to manage the company, while F E Wells’ brother Frank O Wells was listed as
president in 1916. Again, Wells must also have been passive in the role as he is little mentioned in
connection to the company. In fact, other officers of the company are not easily identified for some
years. But now, with Bartlett at the helm and Regali as the creative force the company moved forward in
the ornamenting of America’s gardens and buildings in all colors and textures of pre-cast stone. “Mixed




to almost a liquid state, transported by conveyors to sand moulds into which it was poured, the
company found and unlimited market for the commodity in the building, garden furniture, monument,
lamp post, fence post and sewer pipe fields.” While initial personnel amounted to only two or three
people, the company came to employ as many as seventy-five operatives at an annual payroll of about
$100,000, producing 100,000 cubic feet of stone a year.

Formal garden work at Shelburne Farms, Vermont, Fountains in Unity Park, Turners Falls, bas-relief on
the Hatfield school house and the church of Our Lady of Czestochowa, Turners Falls, are but a few of the
projects that kept the Art Stone Company busy. Bartlett and Regali also became involved with the
sculpting of ice for Greenfield’s winter carnivals and the bas-relief panels on the Ford garage in
Greenfield. And they also made the Preston memorial tablet that is in the Northfield town hall.

By 1918 Bartlett had become treasurer and was vice president in 1926, His son Richard then took over
superintending the plant and serving as secretary, and his son Irving, Jr, took over as vice president.
Regali continued as architect, sculptor and designer. And Bartlett, Sr, spent more time travelling for the
business,

At the end of 1929, the company purchased the Production Machine Company'’s building at upper Wells
St, Greenfield, where they would add on to the building and would have the advantage of a Boston &
Main railroad siding, The company operated here until the Great Depression forced then out of
business. Their property was repossessed in October 1933 and | believe that Bartlett personally suffered
in the deal as his home was also foreclosed on.

Noe Regali apparently did not suffer as much, as with partners he was able to open the Architectural
Stone Company in Turners Falls the same year, This successor company would operate there until 1970,
a greater duration than the original company.

DOCUMENTARY & SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL
Organization

Greenfield Artificial Stone Company, Greenfield. Organization certified May 18, 1906. - Annual reports
public offices and institutions, 1906. Secretary of the Commonwealth. Boston, 1907

The following named corporations have been authorized to change their names, under chapter 437,
section 41, Acts of 1903: -- Greenfield Artificial Stone Company, Greenfield, to The Art Stone Company.
24 May 1910. ‘- Report of the Tax Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the year
ending 30 Nov 1910, Boston, Wright & Potter, 1911. p.67 and 483

Chap 0187. An act dissolving certain corporations. Such of the following named corporations as are not
already legally dissolved are hereby dissolved, subject to the provisions of sections fifty-one, fifty-two
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and fifty-six of chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the General Laws: - The Art Stone Company.
Approved 4 May 1934

History

The Art Stone Company occupy a large plant near the Millers Falls Station of the Boston and Maine
Railroad with spur track which gives them excellent shipping facilities. They make a specialty of plain and
ornamental stone for building purposes and enjoy a large trade among the contractors of New England.
They also specialize in lawns seats, vases, balustrades and artificial stone steps for formal gardens,
several fine examples of which may be seen at the residence of Mr A H Dakin at Amherst,
Massachusetts; also a humber of fine pieces at Hotel Weldon, Greenfield.

PREESE SH00W THEE ROMAN GARDEN BUIRT FOR OMED A L DARKIN, AMIFERST, MANS.
WESPECLILEZR By GGG PRUTEEY AN D GaiehE R FERREIS R

OUR MAIN LINE IS PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL
STONE WORK FOR BUILDINGS

WEITE = B0l PURTHER ISPoRYATION

THE ARl STONE COMPANY, Millers Falls, Massachusetts
- Western New England, v.2/1 (Jan 1912), p.252

THE ART STONE COMPANY

Another of the almost innumerable instances of the versatility of Massachusetts Industrialists is

observed in the story of The Art Stone company, which was incorporated in 1906 to manufacture dry

process cement blocks. Within two years the business was found to be unprofitable because anybody: could
purchase a machine, mix a little sand and cement together,; pour the contents into steel moulds, and engage
in ~the manufacture of this material locally, thereby saving all transportation costs.

Did the promoters of the concern scrap the plant, and retire sadder and wiser men? No! On the contrary'

they enlarged the original building, and readjusted the layout to the manufacture of pre-cast building stone,
so_fabricated as to imitate any natural stone that is quarried, and with a good many colors and texttires
unknown even to nature. This was an entirely new product and at that perlod was practically unknown to
engineers, ‘architects, and builders, and was formed by crushing natural stone, granite, or marble, to which
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coloring matter was added to match any particularr shade required by a customer. Mixed to almost a liquid'

state, transported by conveyors to sand moulds into which it was poured, the company found an uniimited
market for the commodity in the building, garden furniture, monument, lamp post, fence post and sewer
pipe fields.

In the intervening twenty years the Millers Falls plant of the concern has grown from a small shed, forty feet
square, to a factory which covers approximately three acres, and from a concern employing. two or three
men to one that now requires the services of seventy-five operatives the present capacity being 100,000
cubic feet of stone a year. ~

The stone is waterproofed integrally. when mixed and again with transparent waterprooﬁng on the exterior
before it is shipped to prevent.it from being soiled during transit and in installation at the building, and for
this reason is more easily. cleaned when the structure is finished.

The concern ranks as one of the pioneers in the industry. and among the best for quality and service. The
industry, which was founded in this and New York state, is now a nation-wide institution.

The field of distribution enjoyed by The Art Stone Company, extends as far west as Ohio, south to the

Carolinas and north to the St..Lawrence.

Irving L. Bartlett is president and treasurer, Irving L. Bartlett, Ir., vice president, ‘and R. G. Bartlett,

superintendent. The concern employs fifty operatives.

‘- History of Massachusetts Industries Their Inception, Growth and Success, Vol. 1, Orra L Stone. Boston,
Mass, SJ Clarke, 1930

http://www.americoncenturies.mass.edu/collection/itempage.jsp?itemid=15867&level=beginner&transc

ription=1&imqg=39

Ford Garage, Greenfield, Mass

The stonework on the Ford garage [in Greenfield] is special for two reasons. The designs commemorate
an era and place. The friezes of a train, planes and automobiles celebrate advances in transportation
from the decades before 1930. The reliefs also depict location. One frieze pictures pioneers of the 1700s
settling the Connecticut Valley while another, in duplicate, depicts the Hoosac Tunnel. The automobile
frieze is probably a metaphoric celebration of the Mohawk Trail.




This artwork is unique in the nation since it was conceived, designed, created and displayed only in
Greenfield. In 1930 the new owner of the location and the Ford franchise was John T. Jeffers. As part of
an effort to create both a modern and artistic showroom, he contracted with Art Stone foundry, recently
relocated to Greenfield from Millers Falls. Local architect Bernard Dirks designed the new showroom
with its imaginative panels and it is believed that Noah Rogali [Noe Regali] was the craftsman who
created the molds and cast the stonework. These artist/entrepreneurs created a series of pictures
described by one reviewer of the times as achievements of “aesthetic uniqueness.”

Jeffer’s business opened as the prosperity of the 1920’s peaked. The panels reflect the enthusiasm and
optimism of an era which would quickly become but a memory. With the deepening of economic
depression in the 1930’s, the ability of the general public to buy new automobiles fell accordingly.
During subsequent decades, a series of owners would operate the Ford franchise at one Main St,
including a dealership that took its name from one of the panels: Pioneer Motors.

https://sreenfield-ma.gov/n/379/Ford-Dealership-Stonework

The panels were over the door and windows at 1 Main St Greenfield. They were saved when the
building was raised and donated to the city. Some of them were installed in the interior of the Hope St
garage in 2018,

!f

Franklin County Deeds.

Augustus B Ross of Montague sold on the 19" of May 1906, for $500, to the Greenfield Artificial Stone
Company of Greenfield, a tract of land with the buildings in the village of Millers Falls on the east side of
the road, this being part of what Ross had of Henry H Holton in 1889, For $75, he also sold them ali the
sand and gravel on a tract east of Prospect St, which they had two years to remove, Fr Co Deeds. 526/5-
6. 20 June 1906.

Paul Mooney of Adams and Solomon H Amidon of Montague sold, for $300, to the Greenfield Artificial
Stone Company of Greenfield, all the sand and gravel on a tract of land in Millers Falls where the old and
new roads to Montague from Millers Falls intersect, having five years to remove it. Fr Co Deeds.
521/343. 1 Nov 1906

On 10 Dec 1906, Augustus B Ross entered into a 10-year lease agreement with the Greenfield Artificial
Stone Company for land in the village of Millers Falls_east of the Boston & Main railroad tracks, being the




southwest part of the Grout farm and being a triangular piece of meadow containing about two acres,
bounded by Prospect St, the railroad and a brook, with rights to extend pipes to the brook
529/220. 24 Jan 1908.

The Greenfield Artificial Stone Company of Greenfield sold to Antony Kostefsky of Montague the land
and buildings they had of Ross in 1906. This was signed by the company’s president, F E Wells on 3 Apr
1909. 542/42. 5 Apr 1909.

Augustus B Ross extended the lease to the Art Stone Company, formerly known as the Greenfield
Artificial Stone Company for another five years, raising the rent from $100 per annum to $165. President
Frank O Wells signed in May 1916. 611/348. 1 Feb 1917,

Augustus B Ross extended the lease to the Art Stone Company on 19 Oct 1923 to 1 Dec 1931. This lease
was sighed by the treasurer, Irving L Bartlett. 706/9.19 Oct 1923

The Production Machine Co (formerly the Blevney Machine Co) in the person of William S Howe, sold to
the Art Stone Company of Millers Falls, land and buildings on the east side of Wells St at Cypress St in
Greenfield, the stack to be removed. 763/95.6 Nov 1929

The Production Machine Co repossessed the [perhaps 324] Wells St property. 797/74. 24 Oct 1933

News items:

The Federal-street cemetery association incorporated in 1905 as successor to the Greenfield village
cermetery company is making improvements on and around the grounds... A beginning has been made
on the wall on the Federal St side. Native stone posts have been placed at the main entrance and
artificial stone caps are being made for them. Spfd Republican. 22 Jun 1909, p.14. It does not say who
was making the stone caps

Greenfield Artificial Stone Co advertises: Cast stone building trimmings, cement blocks, etc. Estimates
given. E D Shaw, agent, 130 Firglade Ave. - Spfd Republican. 23 Jun 1909, p.2

Millers Falls. S F Munroe, an Amherst College graduate, in the employ of the Artificial Stone Co, has
taken rooms at “Dr” Bartlett’s. — Gfd Gazette & Courier, 14 Jan 1911, p.9

Millers Falls. S F Monroe, who for the past year had held a position at the artificial stone works, has
resigned his position to accept a similar one in his home of Cos Cob, Ct. 10 Jan 1912, p.6

The dwelling house of the heirs of the Michael O’Keefe estate on Prospect St [Millers Falls] was quite
badly damaged by fire yesterday. The contents were mostly removed by the men employed at the Art
Stone Company, which is just across the street. - Spfd Republican. 29 Oct 1912, p.14. Mr & Mrs Michael
Ryan, his daughter and son-in-law, were living there at the time.



Joseph Verrier of Turners Falls, who is employed by the Art Stone Company, lost part of his third finger
Thursday while working on a planer. - Spfd Republican. 17 May 1913, p.20

Amberst,Mass. May 18. The Cook fountain committee, composed of Dr Fred Tuckerman, Charles H
Edwards and E D Bangs, had awarded the contract for placing the stone work of the fountain basin and
walks to the Art Stone Company of Millers Falls of which Albion B Allen of Amherst is president. Work
has already begun and will be completed by July 1. The fountain itself will be made of marble under the
direction of Olmstead Bros of Brookline. - Spfd Republican, 19 May 1914, p.9

Business in the Art Stone Company’s plant and the paper mill do not seem to be effected by the
European war as yet. Business is good in both of these manufacturing plants. - Spfd Republican. 19 Aug
1914, p. 18

Mr Nightingale, who is employed by the Art Stone Company, had his leg quite badly bruised, while
loading a car at the factory late Saturday afternoon. The car which was being loaded was struck by
another car and the planking leading from the factory to the car crushed his leg against the door casing.
- Spfd Republican. 25 Aug 1914, p.13 '

Business in the paper mill and fhe Art Stone Company continues to be good: both companies are
working a full force of help. - Spfd Republican. 28 Sep 1914, p.12

Michael Gordon who is employed by the Art Stone Company of Millers Falls, is spending two weeks at
his home in the city [Spfd]. - Spfd Republican, 16 Nov 1914, p.10

Hatfield’s new school house was formally opened to public inspection yesterday... The building has a
commanding position on the east side of Main St, facing Smith Academy and nearly opposite the head of
School St. It is on the lot given the Town by the will of Samuel H Dickinson... The contractor was Andrew
D McCormick of Hoyoke... The material is brick with trimmings of cast stone from the Art Stone
Company of Millers Falls... - Spfd Republican. 2 Jan 1915, p.9

The new building near the Art Stone’s Company’s plant is well under way. What is to be made there has
not been given out as yet. - Spfd Republican. 25 Oct 1915, p.11

The buildings erected in Millers Falls in 1915 have not been, in number at least, near the average for the
past four years. The most important of this season the cast-steel foundry near the Art Stone Company’s
plant. - Spfd Republican. 3 Jan 1916, p.15

Albert Rau, son of Mr & Mrs Christian Rau of Central St [Turners Falls ], sprained an ankle quite badly
while at work at the Art Stone Company’s shop at Millers Falls last Saturday afternoon. — Gfd Recorder,
14 June 1916, p.6

Millers Falls, June 30. The quick action of James Lombard, a telephone operator, in turning in a fire alarm
at 2 o’clock this morning probably prevented serious damage to the Art Stone Company's plant here,
Lombard, while sitting at the switch board in the railroad station, discovered the flames coming out of




the east steel foundry of the plant. He immediately pushed a plug and gave the alarm to the fire chief.
The building was damaged to the extent of about $300. The origin of the fire is believed to have been
from an overheated outlet annealing furnace. - Spfd Republican. 30 June 1916, p.9

The post-office in the Powers Block on Main St, Millers Falls, was broken into and the safe blown open
between 2 and 3 o’clock yesterday morning... Two chisels that were taken from the Art Stone
Company’s factory, and a crowbar and pick that were taken from a hand-car house on the Central
Vermont railway, about a quarter of a mile away, were left behind by the thieves. - Spfd Republican. 30
July 1916, p.9

Elisha H Brewster will hear the evidence and make a report to superior court in the case of Art stone
company of Millers Falls against the officials of local No 1 of Springfield bricklayers, masons and
plasterers’ international union of America, No 2, of the same union of Holyoke, the journeymen
stonecutters’ association of North America and the Springfield vicinity local thereof. - Spfd Republican. 8
July 1917, p.11 [A half-dozen additional articles about the case are published in July. See also: The Stone
Cutters Journal, v.28, no 10 (Oct 1923), p5, about union issues].

The steel foundry which is run in connection with the Art stone company has closed for an indefinite
period. - Spfd Republican. 11 Aug 1917, p.13

A sweeping finding in favor of the Art Stone company of Millers Falls in its suit against the Journeyman
stonecutters’ association of North America and the bricklayers, masons and plasterers’ union, No.1, of
Springfield for an injunction to restrain the defendants from interfering with its business was made by
Elisha H Brewster, as special master, in his report to superior court today. The master finds that there
was a conspiracy of the defendants for the purpose of boycotting the firm of Gagnier & Angers, and in
furtherance thereof it demanded that the plaintiff refuse to sell the firm any of its products...

- Spfd Republican. 7 Feb 1918, p.9

Charles G Worden, 23, of Co L, who has been slightly wounded, was employed by the Art Stone
company. - Spfd Repubtican. 18 Apr 1918, p.5

Pvt Ralph Stebbins of Millers Falls is reported slightly wounded. Mr Stebbins is 20 years old and enlisted
in Springfield, Oct 26, in Co A 50" engineers and sailed for France in December. His father died in 1909
and his mother in 1913. He was employed by the Art Stone co. - Spfd Republican. 28 Apr 1918, p.2

The Art Stone company is running full time. Business seems to be improving in this line of trade. - Spfd
Republican. 30 May 1921, p.6

The July shutdown is but half spent in the Millers Falls company factory. A large number are away on
vacations. Fortunately, the paper mill and the Art Stone company are running nearly full time. - Spfd
Republican, 18 July 1921, p.4

Greenfield. Industrial accident cases heard. ...Peter Stinzel, an employee of the Art Stone company of
Millers Falls, who was injured May 24, 1916... - Spfd Republican. 7 Oct 1921, p.10
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The ice palace has been finished [in Greenfield] and its front is graced by a statue of a gitl on skis in
sports costume that has been a part of the poster and advertising campaign of the carnival committee.
This was modeled by Noe Regali of Greenfield, an employee of the Art Stone company of Millers Falls.
The figure was modeled of softened snow, hardened in a refrigerating plant, and taken to the common
yesterday. There are miles of decorations, thousands of incandescent lights in multi-colors, hundreds of
Christmas trees and dozens of flood lights. - Spfd Republican. 12 Jan 1923, p.2

Bk 3

Clay model of state seal; Carnival Girl; and Grotesque with Noe Regali

Snow modeling may become established art for winter days. Noe Regali, red-cheeked Italian, works with
the glistening flakes with as much ease as he does with clay — thinks such statues may be made to
endure a long time — employer Bartlett hopes to create real “Winter Garden.” ...Already there are two
ploneers over in Franklin County much concerned in snow beauty possibilities. They are Irving | Bartlett
and Noe Regali. Noe is an ltalian, born in the Northern part of that warm land, and in his blood courses
all the vibrant love of art and music usually attributed to his race. Mr Bartlett is the owner of the Art
Stone Company of Millers Falls, for whom Noe models fascinating bits in clay... '
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... He [Noe] attended the Belle Arts School in Lucca, Italy for four years and later took courses in art in
the North Bennett Industrial School and art institutions around Boston. He is also an apt musician
playing the clarinet in the 301% Artillery band and serving his time overseas during the world war. He
likes modelling better than music, but “couldn’t do without either.” He has a book full of interesting
scenes and subjects which he sketched while in France, and many a doughboy has recognized a familiar
hamlet or building, so faithfully has Noe transferred it to paper.

At his studio all day. Noe sits all day in the “studio” of the Art Stone company and with his finely pointed
instruments and delicate fingers presses into many shapes and designs the sensitive clay or plasticene.
Over this is spread a thin coating of colored plaster, which is called the waste mold. The clay model is
then removed and into the plaster cast the limestone or granite mixture is poured. This left to harden
for two or three weeks and when it is dug from the ground the stone cutter takes the object in hand and
carves it into the required shape. Thus Noe’s clay model comes to grace in stone, the top of a tall church
spire, the entrance to an imposing public building, or marks an attractive spot in someone’s sunken
italian garden.

It is a fascinating occupation, this playing with the boundless possibilities of clay, From tiny ventures,
extravagant experiments grow, colossal monuments to great deeds and imposing memorials to heroic
men and women. Noe aspires someday to bring forth in clay a figure that will epitomize a deed or
thought that is as eternal as his hills of Italy. Even now in molding garden pieces, he gathers in grinning,
grubby Polish urchins who are eager to act as his models, He dins it exciting to build snow models. He
smiles with the slow radiance of the true ltalian, his red cheeks glowing and shaking his head
energetically — a head, by the way, covered with wavy black hair which brings forth groans of envy from
evey straight-haired American girl — as he says that he used to dislike winter, now he likes it “lots.”
Switzerland hasn’t much more snow than New England has had this season. When the next “awful
winter” descends there will be those who will not irk under its stinging tash but will turn into beauty the
strength of its outpourings. - Spfd Republican. 18 Feb 1923, p.13

Millers Falls. Oct 18 — Miss Anna S Bartlett and Anton G Angerman, both of this town were married at
the Congregational parsonage Monday morning [15 Oct]. Mrs Angerman has been employed as a
bookkeeper by George Smith and Mr Angerman is employed by the Art Stone Company. - Spfd
Republican. 19 Oct 1923, p.3

Turners Falls. The playground commission has voted to purchase two drinking fountains which will be
installed at Unity Park. The fountains were ordered today from the Art Stone Company of Millers Falls
and it is hope to have them installed within three weeks. - Spfd Republican. 3 May 1924, p.8

Millers Fall. Dec 13 — A Mack truck owned by George H Smith of this town was demolished at a grade
crossing this morning by a Central Vermont passenger train. The truck was driven by Chester Ellis, who
was forced to jump for his life. Mr Ellis was starting for Springfield with a load of last stone from the Art
Stone company and had reached the crossing when he heard the whistle of the train. He jumped just in
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time for the engine hit the truck in the middle and threw him to one sided. -Spfd Republican. 14 Dec
1924, p.1

Beautifu Es:amplc‘ of Ari-Stone Woik
53? Artwﬁtnne Ln of Mh]lerf' Fa’ls

- Spfd Repubhcan 1 Mar 1925, p. 40

Miss Edith Rosewarne, daughter of Mr & Mrs William Rosewarne of School St, and Clifton J Bassett of G
Street, were married this morning... The groom is employed at the Art Stone Company in Millers Falls.
- Spfd Republican. 5 Jan 1926, p.7

Stage is set for second annual exposition of better building... The Art Stone Company of Millers Falls is
showing attractive things.... - Spfd Republican. 21 Mar 1926, p.45

PROFESSIONAL BUILLDING
. Hawrmelt Senlury Co. Avchitect
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THE ART STONE CO.

CAST CONCRETE STONE
GARDEN FURNITURE

- Spfd Republican. 21 Mar 1926, p.47

Finding that Leonard Tierney has been totally incapacitated for work as result of his injury since Dec 18,
1925, F } Donahue, commissioner of the Industrial Accident Board, yesterday awarded him
compensation at the rate of $16 a week beginning Dec 19, 1925, up to the date of the hearing and
continuing in accordance with the terms of the compensation act. The amount of the compensation due
up to the date of the hearing was $137.14. The employer was the Art Stone Company, and the insurer
the Traveler’s Insurance Co. The claimant alleged that on August 1, 1925, he received a personal injury
in the course of and arising out of his employment at his employer’s place of business in Millers Falls.The
injury was due to the inhalation of small particles of atone and dust, that the nature of the injury is
fibroid tuberculosis or stone grinder’s phthisis. - Spfd Republican. 28 May 1926, p.4

Walter Scott of Amherst, who received a fracture of the neck in an automobille accident yesterday at
Athol, was once employed at the plant of the Art Stone Company. - Spfd Republican. 28 Dec 1927, p.10

Engine kills one at Millers Falls. John Bonie, 60, dies and Andrew Thompson, 45, bruised when thrown to
one side by B & M freight. Millers Falls, July 5. — ... just west of the dry bridge and near the passenger
station... The two men were on their way to work at the plant of the Art Stone company before 1 pm,
and were walking on the Central Vermont tracks, which run very close to the Boston & Maine track at
the point where the accident occurred. They got out of the way of a south-bound Central Vermont
freight onto the west-bound track of the Boston & Maine railroad and into the path of a west-bound
freight. At the time an east-bound freight was approaching, and the noise caused by it no doubt made
the men unaware of the west-bound freight. - Spfd Republican. 6 Jul 1928, p.3

Millers Falls. July 20 - Patrick Breslin, 51, died late this afternoon after an illness of one year... He was
employed at the Art Stone company’s plant up until about a year ago. - Spfd Republican. 21 Jul 1928, p.4

Millers Falls. John D Bane, Jr, son of Mr & Mrs John D Bane of this town, and Miss Anna Petrasek of
Turners Falls were married at the Polish church Saturday morning... The groom is a native of Millers Falls
and is employed at the plant of the Art Stone company in Millers Falls... They will live on Central St

- Spfd Republican. 29 Oct 1928, p.7; 26 Oct 1928, p.31
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Bas-relief being made. The bas-relief for the front of the Church of Our Lady of Czestochowa is being
made at the Art Stone Company in Millers Falls and is a splendid piece of work. The local sculptor, Noe
Regali, is doing the work. It is twelve feet long and ten feet high and will make a handsome adornment
for the front of the church. The work of art is from Mr Regali’s own design. - Spfd Republican. 5 Feb
1929, p.4

Town lauds memory of World War hero. Northfield unveils tablet to C L Preston who made secret trip to
Russia. Northfield, February 4 — The memory of Charles Leroy Preston World War hero, who was born
here 22 July 1878 was honored by the town at the afternoon session of the town-meeting today when a
tablet to his memory was unveiled. The tablet which included a bas relief of Mr Preston, reads... The
tablet, for which an appropriation was made by the town, was made by the Art Stone company of
Miliers Falls . The town committee in charge was Frank L Duley as chairman, Mrs N P Wood, and Lieut
Clarence Steadler...The tablet was unveiled by Rena Tyler of Northfield, daughter of Mr Preston’s
cousin... - Spfd Republican. 7 Feb 1929, p.6

Greenfield. Industry will come from Millers Falls. Art Stone Co hiring 65 men, will make shift within
month. The Art Stone Co of Millers Falls, of pre-cast building stone, within three weeks or a month, it
was announced today at the Chamber of Commerce. The company employs about 65 to 70 men and the
annual payroll is about $100,000.

The company is expected to locate in the buildings used by the Production Machine Co of upper Wells
St. Business expansion was the reason given by Richard G Bartlett, superintendent, for the change.

The Wells St building has 16,00 sq ft of floor space and the company plans an addition giving 5500 ft
more, Work is expected to start on the addition within a week.

Total tonnage of the company’s finished product each year is estimated at 6000 tons. New England, New
York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey comprise the territory which the Art Stone Co does most of its
business, but orders have been handled as far south as Hampton Roads, Va. . - Spfd Republican. 19 Oct
1929, p.3

New industry for town. Greenfield is fortunate in securing such an industry as the Art Stone company,
which has been in business in Millers Falls for 22 years. The reason for the change is the expansion of
the business. The facilities offered in Greenfield were better than those offered the company by other
communities. The factory formerly occupied by the Production Tool company is being put into readiness
and the company expects to be installed in the new plant within a few weeks. The products of this
company are sold throughout the New England states, New York, New Jersey and into the South, and
they employ about 70 men. With larger facilities an increased force of men probably will be employed.
Much of the credit for this new acquisition is given to the industrial development committee of the
Chamber of Commerce. This committee has negotiated with several other industries in the hopes of
interesting them in coming to Greenfield to locate. While the Art stone Company is not as large a
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concern perhaps, the fact of its steady growth and its substantial record during the years in Millers' Falls
commends it as a fine addition to the town’s industries. - Spfd Republican. 27 Oct 1929, p.3

Art Stone Company takes new factory. Work of transferring from Millers Falls to Greenfield is being
hastened. Rapid work is being done in transferring the operations of the Art Stone Company from
Millers Falls to the property in upper Wells St, in Greenfield, formerly used by the Production Machine
Co. This concern has a record of 22 years as manufacturer of cement products. It has acquired a large
building with walls largely of glass and additional lighting from overhead. This contains about 16,000
square feet of floor space and 5500 feet will be added by the erection of a heavy frame building. A steel
shed already erected on the premises will be used as a garage. Approximately 70 persons will be
employed in a building that has lain idel for a number of years. The company will have the advantages of
a Boston & Maine railroad siding. Richard G Bartlett is manager of the plant. - Spfd Republican. 3 Nov
1929, p.38

Millers Falls. The Togneri family of Franklin Street seem to have their hard luck in bunches. Friday
morning the father, Lewis Togneri, had the misfortune to have a casting fall on his foot at the plant of J
the Art Stone Co. Dr William j Madsen was called and ordered the injured man taken to the Farren
Memorial Hospital. In the afternoon one of his sons, Charles Togneri, who works at the same plant, met
with a similar accident. He was also taken to the hospital. - Spfd Republican. 18 Nov 1929, p.7

Some of the employees at the plant of the Art Stone Co organized a basketball team last year with Ralph
Lillie as manager, and as soon as possible put in an application and were received into the Industrial
League. Theis year they have again organized and have a strong team. The is made up of the following
players: Capt Rau, Bassett, Hannifan, Byk, Sevina and Driscoll, and the men have appointed Ralph Lillie
as their manager again this year. The manager would be pleased to receive challenges. - Spfd
Republican. 13 Dec 1929, p16

Snow statue wins attention. The snow statue of Miss Elsie Allen, winter carnival queen, on the common,
is attracting much attention. The work was done by Noe Regali, artist with the Art Stone Co, from a
picture of Miss Allen on skis. - Spfd Republican. 10 Feb 1931, p.5

Cast stone exhibit. Art Stone Company has been making a striking exhibit of its products at the First
National Bank and Trust Co in Greenfield, including a copy of the Venus de Medici, a miniature Italian
garden, with an arbor and fluted pillars along with various stone pieces, and a miniature reproduction of
salient features of the Poet’s Seat in Greenfield. This company moved its operations from Millers Falls to
Greenfield about two years ago. - Spfd Republican. 22 Mar 1931, p.14

Art Stone Company optimistic. The newest edition to local manufacturing concerns reports a 50%
decrease in business in 1931 and still sounds a note of optimism. This is the Art Stone Company, makers
of structural and ornamental stone of all kinds. With a normal payroll of about 90, this concern has
operated during the past year with half that number. The company moved here last year from Millers
Falls into much large and better adapted quarters on upper Wells St. in spite of the 50% decrease,
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Richard G Bartlett, superintendent of the company, says that competitors have suffered as much or
more and that the Art Stone Company has had its share of the contracts that have been let, One of the
last projects handled by his concern was the stone for the Lewis J Warner Memorial Auditorium at
Worcester Academy. Mr Warner, of Warner Bros fame, erected the building at a cost of nearly $150,000
as memortial to his son who was a student at the academy. The Art Stone Company started work on the
order for 8500 cubic feet of stone on September 18 and the contract was completed and the stone
delivered and laid Tuesday. Two other major projects in 1931 were the St Agnes School at Louden
Heights, Albany, NY, a $250,000 building and the Broad Street School, Glens Falls, NY. The Art Stone
Company successfully compotes with concerns throughout New England and several other states. Stone
for new cell blocks at the Dannemora (NY) State Prison has been furnished and additional orders for the
same job are still unfilled. - Spfd Republican. 10 Jan 1932, p.65.

Turners Falls. Peter Togneri Dead. Peter Togneri, 61, a former well-known resident here died at Lucca
Italy, Jan 18 it was learned here today. He went to ltaly last September hoping to regain his health. He
was born in Lucca and came here 34 years ago. He was employed for many years by the Art Stone
Company formerly of Millers Falls and now of Greenfield. He leaves three sons, John and Edward of this
town, and Angelo of Boston; three daughters, Mrs Jennie Regali and Miss Theresa Togneri of this town
and Mrs Perigna Regalli of Granville, NY; a brother Louis Togneri of Greenfield and two sisters of Lucca.
The funeral and burial were held at Lucca. - Spfd Republican. 2 Feb 1932, p.3.
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GREENFIELD VIEWS .
RENAISSANCE WORK

AT TUBNERS- FALLS
Home of Noe Regali, Artist

‘and  Sculptor, Recreates
Italian Atmosphere

HAS BECOME MECCA
FOR BEAUTY LOVERS

Talent and Ingenuity of
Owner Apparent in Bor-
ders, Panels and Frescoes

Th{'qughout Villa:

¥eam Dur Special Corvespondent

Groanfleld, July 30~In Greonfield
aid nearby towns thora AF0 MUMBErOUs
oxamplag  of Inplish, Spanish and
Duteh drcititecture, to sny nothlng of
8 duzen variations of colenla), deaigh
and fundabing,  But ag Iadien in-
terlor, reproduetive of tho apicly of
the Renalssnhee, i & typloally Now |
Englnad pelghborlood, 18 & discovery
that roveral looal regldonls havo mado
but yeaendly,

o far as known, the homo of Nr
amil Ktes Wno Rewall of 10 Croeliar
nvonue, Turners Pali, represcntr tho
only  netompt bn Fracklin coundy o

regreals the almgaphers of a renl|”

Italian villn and the choym of home-
o In tho "huxi of tha myetle npd
tha pine.” Thit Ita novaliy nnd par-
fostion hnva beon necontpished by ons
of tho few artists n tho country who
malke o fving At tholy wade ls pors
bhaps oup of tho rensons why the
Regall hbmo has hoeomo a mecon for,
benuty-loving Greenfleld realdonts, i
Ona approaches thn Ragall home,
with no fntimatlon af tho swrpriae In
stare, nlong & flegged wnlk bordored’
with aturdy dwnvf cambler roses and
nydrangens In full hleont. A cast= )
stona wntchdog gmuavids the torrhced
epteanes anid o frop of Erighntund
proportlons on tho Inwa induces the
frat feellngs of unpenality, Tho vialtor
may be grcated by Mrs Regall,
charming Wostean; by Giovin Rogall,
wine; o, nmv that wvaertion fa on,
iy Anpelo Topneel, &8 inatvuctor in
n Belmout private achool, Almost
never will he be grested by Moe Rogall
Kimaelt, Rogall at homo s Re@ﬂl the:
netist and, ns =uch, o is more IIkely

4w bo found among tho plotures nnd
1 slateda in his  spaclovs bnsemen%
g .t e DU TR |

wdan mm sl
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«tufils,  Tor ho Iz A painier ns waell
na soulplor and, jilke Tioxter dMavsh,
who mnds tha foasil fontprinta of the
valloy snhdatone famneus, apends all
his lelsuro swith pailette and brusices
nhd enanl among the conntry soendod
af Gill and Moptague, Sundays and
holldnys, Mes Regnlt anys, he ia awny
early to the fleids and eountiy roily,
ratirnlez  Iate  whilh  sketehes and
partly findshed palntings o ba Come

. pleted later in his studia,

Tatost 18 a Gt Yorm

afe Fopall's latest painting (il il
work ta dene in ell} 1s of tho aold
Lovitre farm ab Gill, It 18 n {avarito
ruliidet and he hna twao ol thens, dono
¢eam dlfferont viewnetats, The atudlo
wails are hung with mnay examplos
of his work, some rocent, others older,
Ono is of the Polegy Adams ploce on
Limphingck yord, ona of Cabot lodgd on
“the Connactlout near the Mliers river
nouth, In oot p few he hns caught
the charn aed mystery of Fastovy
hollow akd 1te old briek howaes,

Tha Beurget fang, or old “Clapp’

rlaga in GLY, s syviking In ita contriust
v winter anow and darkly cnzy bulid-
s, A, “Sludy of an Old Man” s &
splendld, haunting vevalation of Tinllnn
peasant ghardcter, bearly ifealze, In
biack and white, There rro numerous
Vehatlan aconed in which the actiat
hax eceanturad the Impreyalnn of il

“ Yinnt  light o ~ahntaotorisiic of the

Advintie senshote ang the snftiy paling
colpva of dlefant snils nnd haadiands,
, One of tho most istevesting and
fmost yizhly ealored cnhvases in the
Regall sitnlfe ta a recent polnting af




tha now Freneh King bridge ‘near
Mislers Palls, It shows the atealworlt
Jolued bui not comploted at the contor
of tha spud,” &bd ‘tiro brloit red of tha
latty arches. tha subtle shicen of the
rlver and the deen greon of tha North-
field nillg. heyonid oombine to mike d
palsting  of  whusupl © and | tmely
interest,

Hegudl 1s not only aopnintor) o ls
n seuiptor who ambnedios sound tinbng
Ing in the clasaical modela of nn older
civlszation mod o fine sense of the
renlity of more mudern achoola, Jia
aludin contalhs humovous exmnbles of
hla work andsineindes o [ull lougih
Lineoln In familay nose aid & pnr-
{leunrly lovely nnd ornamotital gyosp
of fow testaonpne ehiracters whiah he
calls “Lay Pletn”

Ropnil models fn Wiy and ensta hie |
wors in fpinster of prrels, glving It
Knaldy  an vory  nnish ol wix o e
nceontuale the highest llghin  and
dooyest shadows, Besides his atntues
and hls paintinga, the Atutlic beasts,
acreas oha ond, n mbtiatura atego
wheso on ralny drve and wiater afl-
ernpona Glorhy Nepsil aud hop smadl
frierde arve leaynlng snpinthing of =il
nnothor &t dheough (bo production of

clidlédron's plays.

- Spfd Republican. 31 Jul 1932, p.9

Ingemtlty Shown In JLowo
But Rogolia studle, aftor all 1s
much Hike that of mnrny ather pailnt-
cra, It ia abovoztalrs, In tho varlous
rooms of tha sovse Jisolf, that the roul
tdert and Ingenuliy of the ewnor ate

npphrant, Norders, panels and frescocy

Bava boer the chief mensns used io
srento (il abtosphers as distinatly
Iallan as thit of Repall's native town
of Tiaen.

Thy dlning yoom expresses the Fom-
pollon wintif with Jght nud pleasing
ulifeat, Boardera In the lving room, as

claawhere, wes dono Yin olls divectly.

on e plastar.  Plotorln! find deco-

yrtivo pinels, howoever, are on eobvas.
copzented to tho walls and ahould oute.

live ‘v hotise aelt, Thres ol theso
hnve voen enmpleted in the living
yoom, af whleh the mosd henutitul ax-
tondy upward in the celling above 2
cRat Effim fireplnce mantel of Rogali's
own dastzn nnd oxocution. The arylat
enlls it “Maomories,” deplgliug ns Sk
dnea n silver-hatred muslelnn who hes
plaked up s long-wmuscd vielln and
by Ha femillpy music has aroused n
hoat of raomerlos, memories of youth
and fame which aco allogotioaliy pig-
tured As n o brokground for \he atyik-
ing sontrrl Agure, Clasalesl In spird
tho nancl haymosizes fncly with tY
Ylonnlzsnisien pecfoctlon of the v
place mantal,

LY RSy R Pl

RLILE

e Hrottisbore, Vi

' Adfolning the lving vaom {8 n flowar
sangluary whaers the Regolis and thelir
vislora love to lnger, Thova the
sound of falling waier mingles with
ine scent of growing tulagy to com-
picte (he flhwalon of & real atlnn
gordon, A contral fountslm, vimmed
wiily seftiy-zlowiap lghtsi s Hlase
wallc nnd ornnmontal brluateados and
atatunry and tha shrubs and pants
penwing from  the cleh drk enrth
fiselt ara RS Lt wul soothlng to
the senses A8 the garden of .tho
Vilip d'Eate. .
Apu HMlnscit Toleresting

Togail himuclt s rs Interesiing nd
wls avilstle home. Born in Laeen,
Puscany, ha ailended dit achiool there
and eame 1o tim United Stales in
Aftar (prea more years ab f
achoen) ho antored business
Later he wislted
a timo. fnd an

Boston s

his native counley fot

 his return boarme associnted. with tha

S SlGHa company, . then &% Millors
Walls, Hinep that time he has heor
in chhrgs of thil company's dnprrt-
men: of arnamortal deslgn.

He has  senlptyred many - Snow
figmes admived by  theusands . ef
winler spurls cnthuslasts, Two of his
printings And  two places ot hia
alntuary weep nt the recent exhibition
of fo Doerfiaid Vailey At assnclntion
at Chatlémont. Wy Roxall has many
alen things to say of that youthful
orpanization, and of le aovaral tolont-
el sitlst members,  Whild? belleving
the fanltitlon of Hall tavern too great-
1¥ trxed by the first axhibit, e {hinka
The 'peatlan iden) and 18 optimistic for
thy future of il asgociation as an
putlet far the expresslon of prodlil

cativa talent ‘ .

Art Stone Company Hit. Whereas the Art Stone Company was getting its share of the few building
contracts that were being let, during the past year, according to Irving L Bartlett, president and
treasurer, there were no contracts to get a share of. Private enterprise, the “bread and butter” of this
industry as of so many others, practically disappeared . The local concern furnished stone for one large
new building, the Hall Realty building on Capitol Hill, Albany, in 1932. Besides that, art stone was
furnished for some 15 schools and a couple of churches, a number of which were merely fire
replacements/ Schoolhouses used to form an important share pf the Art Stone Company’s annual
volume. Now, towns and cities that would like to build new schools are able to get state approval of
bond issues only to find themselves unable to sell their bonds.

The new field of art stone farm silos continues to supply occasional orders. According to Richard G
Bartlett, secretary and superintendent of the Art Stone Company, concrete farm silos are the coming
thing. A number were made here in 1932 and erected by three-men crews from the local plant, who
require about five days to erect a 20-by-40 foot concrete silo of 22-acre capacity. As fast as farmers feel
they can afford it they are buying art stone silos but there again a local industry is dependent on another

in a more precarious condition.
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As illustrative of the greed of general contractors for work to keep their gangs employed, Mr Bartlett
mentioned a federal project in a nearby town on which there were some 70 bidders, He takes some
satisfaction in the fact that out of seventeen art stone manufacturers in New England a year or two ago,
but three or four are still in business. - Spfd Republican. 4 Jan 1933, p.17

Turners Falls. New industry is launched. Cast stone concern to occupy the McLane Silk Company Building
fbuilt in 1914]. Turners Falls, Oct 2. Turners Falls is to have a new industry, the McLane Sitk Company
Building having been leased by Noe Regali of this town, Samuel Failla of Greenfield and Fred Greenough
of Millers Falls who will engage in the manufacture of cast stone garden ornaments and benches and in
fact all kinds of cast cement work. A few minor changes will be made to the building and work was
started today installing equipment and supplies. All three men are experts in cement work.

Only a few men will be employed at first but more will be added from time to time as business warrants.
Mr Regali has been with the Art Stone Company of Millers Falls and Greenfield for the past 22 years as
architect, sculptor and designer. He is a high grade artist and his work has evoked much favorable
comment in art circles. Mr Failla has been in the cement contracting business in Greenfield for the past
24 years and Mr Greenough has been with the Art Stone Company for 20years as general
superintendent of the plant and salesmen. - Spfd Republican, 3 Oct 1933, p.11

SHELBURNE FARMS. Shelburne, Vt

PHASE 0. Lakeside Terrace & Lily Pool, completed 2012. The balustrade, constructed in 1914 by the Art
Stone Company of Millers Falls, Massachusetts, and lily pool (ca 1918) replaced Lila’s original parterre
design on the lowest level of the garden. These elements have been meticulously restored and
reconstructed by a historic preservation team from the University of Vermont.
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Formal Gardens Restoration Project, Shelburne Farms
https://shelburnefarms.org/support/proiects/formal-gardens-restoration-project

Biography

Albion Brainard Allen

For more than three decades a resident of Amherst, Hampshire County, and one of this town’s most
active and substantial business men, Mr. Allen’s operations as a builder have contributed very materially
not only to the development of his own community, but to that of numerous other New England towns.

Albion Brainard Allen was born in Mooers, New York, July 23, 1864, and was educated in the select
schools of his native region. He worked on his father’s farm and in the hop yards until he was twenty-
two years old, teaching school at times beginning with his sixteenth year and also learning the
carpenter’s trade. At the age of twenty-two he attended the State Normal School, at Potsdam, New
York, where he took the classical course. He then taught for a year at the Normal School and later had
the school at Allensburg, New York. Eventually he became interested in building, architectural work and
engineering.

Ih 1892 he removed to Amherst, Hampshire County, and there formed, with his younger brother,
George S. Allen, the firm of Allen Brothers. They engaged in building and construction work, much of
their work being for the Boston and Maine Railroad Company, for which they built bridges, power
houses and railroad stations over the entire system, In 1911 he withdrew from this work and removed
to Millers Falls, Franklin County, where he became president and treasurer of the Art Stone Company,
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manufacturers of artificial stone. In 1914 he severed his connection with this company, returned to
Ambherst and resumed again his building and contracting business in association with his brother, the
latter, however, withdrawing later since which time Mr. Allen has carried on the business for himself.
hitps://www . accessgenealopgy.com/massachusetts/biography-of-albion-brainard-allen.htm

Albion was the son of Ira T & Jane (Wakefield) Allen. He died in Santa Clara County, Calif, 1 Nov 1945.He
had two wives and a son by his second wife,

Anton Gwastschnig Angermann

Anton G Angermann was born Bavaria, Germany, 12 June 1885, and died Montague, Mass, 1958. He
married, Millers Falls, Montague, 15 Oct 1923, Anna K (Stotz) Bartlett, daughter of George & Anna
{Kratt) Stotz, widow of Herbert S Bartlett, born Germany, 1878, died Montague,Mass, 1952. They are
buried Highland Cemetery, Millers Falls, Montague, Mass.

Anton immigrated in 1912. He was listed on the Erving side of Millers Falls, Mass, 1913 and 1916, as
employed at the Art Stone Co. He was listed on Franklin St, Millers Falls, Erving, 1918, as a pattern maker
for the Greenfield Artificial Stone Works, (though it had long since changed its name) and listed irving L
Bartlett of Greenfield as a friend in lieu of a nearest relative. He was listed as employed at the Art Stone
Co in 1926. He was enumerated on Main St, Millers Falls, Montague as employed at the Art Stone shop,
though now it had moved to Greenfield. He was listed as carpenter in 1940-45

Irving Lucius Bartlett

Irving L Bartlett, son of Horace F & Caroline E (Graves) Bartlett, was born Worthington, Mass, 30 Jan
1877, and died Saratoga Springs, NY, Dec 1948. He married, Bessie Louisa Gurney, teacher of
Worthington, who died suddenly at home, Greenfield, Mass, 18 June 1935. They are buried North
Cemetery, Worthington, Mass.

irving had been a painter in Worthington in 1899. He went to live with his Uncle Fred Graves in Whately,
Mass, 1900, then enumerated as a house painter. He was given as a carpenter in Whately in 1903 and a
painter in 1905. He was living in the Weldon Hotel in 1906, when he became manager of the Greenfield
Artificial Stone Co and on Church St the following year or so. Irving’é brother, Guy F Bartlett (1882-
1970), a painter sometimes employed by the Weldon, was with him here by 1909, but it is not clear
whether he had any connection to the Art Stone Co, though he reportedly moved either to Millers Falls
in 1909 or to New Haven, Ct, before returning to Worthington. Guy would also return in later years to
do work on the hotel.

As of Greenfield, Mass, Irving bought property on Union St in 1909 and was enumerated there, in 1910
as manager of the stone plant, as he was in 1920 and 1930. in 1918, he had been given as treasurer and
manager of the company, at 5 Prospect St, Millers Falls, with a 49 Union St, Greenfield residence. He
was vice president in 1926 and he served as president and treasurer of the company from 1927 to 1932,
his son Irving L Bartlett, Jr, then vice president and draftsman and his son Richard G Bartlett, secretary
and supetrintendent. trving still resided at 49 Union St in 1933, not listed with an occupation. He was
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salesman in 1934, His home property was foreclosed on in 1935. In 1935-36, he was at 15 Congress St,
salesman. He was at 106 Shelburne Rd, 1937, salesman. He went to Saratoga Springs, NY with his son
Irving, 1939-42, both there listed as builders. He was on Silver St, Greenfield, Mass, 1943, clerk and on
High St, 1944-45, clerk. He then re-joined his son Irving in Saratoga Springs.

“Irving Lucius Bartlett has shown that a man with ambition, combined with real energy and honest
efforts, can make a success in the business world. That is what he has done, and in return for his hard
work financial prosperity has been his reward...

He was educated in the schools of his native town, and at the Williston Seminary, of Easthampton, after
which he began his business career by entering a box factory in Whately. In 1905, when the Weldon
Hotel was built by Frank O Wells, in Greenfield, Mr Bartlett was engaged by Mr Wells to look after his
interest, his executive ability having long been recognized.

In 1906 he became connected with the Artificial Stone Company, of Greenfield which in later years had
its large manufacturing plant in Miller’s Falis. Mr Bartlett by hard work and close attention to the
business rose in position form one of a lowly grade to that of treasurer and manager of the company. In
January 1924, he had the still higher honor of becoming sole owner, and in this capacity he is working
for its interest today. Beginning in a small way the business had grown tremendously, now employing as
many as seventy-five men. The manufacture stone form this plant has been used in hundreds of
buildings throughout New England, New York and Pennsylvania, even as far south as Maryland. Fine
engraving is done on many of the stones by expert artists, and consequently much of it has been used
for churches where stone with the finest of workmanship in the making of Gothic designs and figures is
required. At present the government is considering the product of Mr Bartlett’s plant for the
construction of its government buildings. Mr Bartlett is a very busy man, devoting much of his time to
travel, in the interest of his business, usually travelling by means of the automobile. He therefore has
very little time to devote to social or public activities.” — Western Massachusetts: a history, 1636-1925.
V.3. John H Lockwood, ed. NY: Lewis Historical Pub! Co, 1926

Children:

Irving L Bartlett, b. Whately, Mass, 17 Jan 1903; d. Jun 1984, bur Greenridge Cem, Saratoga Springs, NY;
at home, 1922, student; vp and draftsman of Art Stone Co, 1927-32; draftsman, 1933-37; in
Saratoga Springs, NY by 1939 where he had various jobs

Richard G Bartlett, b. Whately, Mass, 3 Jul 1905; d. Volusia Co, Fla, 4 Mar 1992; m. Bernice H Bates; at
home, 1922, student; sec and supt of Art Stone Co, 1927-32; carpenter in Greenfield, Mass in
1933; Gfd, Mass or Cobleskill, NY, 1935; Glenville, NY, 1940-42, house contractor; Dade Co, Fla,
1945;6 ¢

David White Bartlett, b. Gfd, Mass, 15 Jan 1913; d. there, 12 Jun 1977; m. 1936, Gwendolyn Sarah
Reid; at home, 1933, student; w/Farr & Bartlett, 1936-37; was a haberdasher who would scon
become president of Bartlett's, inc, a men’s clothing store in Greenfield from the late 1930s to
1974; 1 dau, i.e. Judith {Bartlett) Lane, b. 1938
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rene M Berard

Irene Margaret Berard, daughter of Thomas S & Bridget E (Cuff) Berard, was born Millers Falls, Mass, 23
Aug 1889, and died Brattleboro, Vt, as of 50 Main St, Millers Falls, 1 Jan 1947, of a cerebral hemorrhage
due to two years of undiagnosed psychosis. As stenographer of Montague, she married there, 23 Apr
1914, Raymond Holden Gould, assistant art manager of Montague, son of John C & Lizzie E (Holden)
Gould, born Montague, 9 Mar 1891, died Brattleboro, 30 June 1972, of heart disease, postmaster. They
are buried Highland Cemetery, Millers Falls, Mass.

Irene is one of the earliest identified employees of the Art Stone Co, being listed as a stenographer for
the company by 1910 and serving to 1916 anyway. Raymond served in World War | and then was
employed at the Art Stone Co, as laborer, in 1920. He was in Millers Falls in 1930, post master; 1940,
proprietor of a confectionary store; and was later a painter,

Children:
Shirley Gould, b. & d. 1921
Justin Berard Gould, b. MFalls, 6 Aug 1925; d. Montague, 23 Apr 1981; m. Claire M Thomas; 3 ¢

John Bonie

John (Giovanni) Bonie, son of Isadoro & Catherina (Fredigoti) Bonie, was born Austria, about Apr 1865,
and died Montague, Mass, 5 luly 1928, after being hit by a freight train in Millers Falls. As laborer of
Readshoro, Vt, he married, North Adams, Mass, 7 Oct 1893, Mary (Maria) T Risatti of North Adames,
daughter of Antonio & Carolina (Ferrasi) Risatti, born Austria, about Jan 1869, died Springfield, Mass, 27
June 1962, buried St Mary’'s Cemetery, Turners Falls, Mass. They were of Italian extraction.

John arrived in New York City on 19 April 1888 and was naturalized in 1895. Mary immigrated about
1893-94. He was given as farmer in Readshoro, Vi, 1894, They were enumerated in Monroe, Mass, 1900,
he laborer in paper mill. They came to Millers Falls, Mass by 1913, where he went to work for the Art
Stone Co. Mary bought property on Front St in 1920, now 11 Crescent St, that their son Edward sold in
1980. They were enumerated Millers Falls, Montague, 1920, John moulder in the stone factory. Mary
was enumerated there in 1930 and 1940. She was still listed there 1958. She went to her daughter’s
home in Springfield where she died.

Children:

Henry Joseph Bonle, b, Readsboro, Vt, 6 Sep 1894; d. Twin Falls, Idaho, 26 Dec 1973; m. Vancouver,
Wash, 2 Sep 1927, Marie M Pierce; MF Co, 1916; Athol, Mass, 1917, LS Starrett; US Army, 1917-
19; at home, 1920; Vancouver, Wash, 1921, 1928; Portland, Ore, 1925-29; Ogden, Utah, 1938-
62, poultry financing co
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Josephine C Bonie, b. Vt, 28 Jun 1896; d. 10 Apr 1952; at home, 1916-45, MF Paper Co

Amelio Isaac (Emilio Isadoro) “Amie” Bonie, b. Readshoro, Vt, 5 May 1899; d. 2 Aug 1999, bur lvy
Lawn Memorial Park, Ventura, Calif; at home, 1920, laborer in too! shop; 1930, machinist in tool
shop; Ogden, Utah, 1940-62, salesman; Ojai, Calif, 1975, salesman

Edward James Bonie, b. Monroe, Mass, 20 Nov 1901; d. TF, Montague, Mass, 26 Aug 1983; TFHS; at
home, 1920-27, laborer in tool shop, MF Co; 1930, telegrapher on railroad; tel opr, North
Adams, Mass, 1940-45; Millers Falls, 1963, B&MRR, retiring aft 48 yrs in 1971

Anna A Bonie, b. Mass, 4 Feb 1903; d. Spfd, Mass, 2 Aug 1996; bur St Mary’s Cem, TFalls; m. 1935,
Raymond P Strauss, d. 1972; at home, 1920; TFHS, 1921; Farren Mem Hosp School, 1924; at
home, 1930, private nurse; Spfd, Mass, 1944; 2 sons, i.e, Robert & John

Fred Percy Greenough

Fred Percy Greenough, son of William A & Abbie Rebecca {Chute) Greenough, was born Kingsport, Nova
Scotia, 15 Apr 1881, and died as of Turners Falls, Mass, Nov 1969. He married, 1944, Susan Lodge
McCabe, public school nurse of Turners Falls, born England, 1880, died Montague, as of Turners Falls, 15
Apr 1963. They are buried Highland Cemetery, Millers Falls, Mass.

S

Fred was enumerated at home in Montague, Mass, 1910, with his father, both house carpenters. His
mother had died in Newton, Mass in 1904. Fred was listed as carpenter in 1913, his father as jobber. In
1916, Fred was listed as carpenter and his sister Ruth Eliza Greenough (1895-1993) was listed as
stenographer at The Art Stone Company. She would soon marry Charles Stotz. He was listed on Prospect
St, Millers Falls, 1918, as woodworker at the artificial stone company. He was enumerated with his sister
Josephine Gladys Greenough, who had married George J Stotz, in Millers Falls, Montague in 1920, as
pattern maker at the Art Stone Co factory. He was enumerated in Millers Falls with his dad and sister
Josephine in 1930, as general carpenter. He was enumerated in Turners Falls in 1935-40, as pattern
maker, art stone plant. He was listed in Turners Falls, 1942 with the Art Stone Co [sic].
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Bertrand C Lillie

Bertrand C Lillie, son of Joseph & Cora (Clark) Lillie, was born Barre, Mass, 7 Dec 1876, and died
Greenfield, Mass, 28 Sep 1952, following a long iliness. As gardener of Greenfield, he married there, 4
Jan 1900[MVR], Margaret Agnes Canavan, domestic of Greenfield, daughter of Patrick & Bridget
{(McDermott) Canavan (or of Frank & Helen (Rallings) Canavan), born Ireland (or Centreville, Ct), 20 Nov
1879, died Greenfield, as of Millers Falls, Mass, 11 May 1961. Both are buried Highland Cemetery,
Millers Falls, Montague, Mass.

They were listed or enumerated at Dry Hill, Montague, 1904-06, he a farmer; Wendell Rd, Montague,
1910, farmer; Dry Hill, Montague, 1913, farmer; Millers Falls, Erving, 1916, stone cutter; 1918, foreman
cement works, Art Stone Co; Erving, 1920-30, foreman and stone cutter at Art Stone Co works;
Greenfield, Mass, 1930-40, no occupation listed, but Margaret had the care of 5 state wards in 1940.
She continued to reside with brother-in-law Ralph Lillie in Greenfield and moved back to Millers Falls,
Erving with him

Children:

Evelyn Idella Lillie, b. Montague, 11 Sep 1900; d. Turners Falls, Montague, 22 Feb 1976; m. 1918,
Thomas J McLaughlin, b, 1899, d. 1972; MF, Erving, 1920-63; 3 ¢

Burton E Lillie, b, Montague, 25 Aug 1903; d. there, 12 Jan 1912

Dora M Lillie, b. Montague, 23 Jan 1907; d. Leeds, Nhm, Mass, 22 Jun 1993; m. Harry Montplaisir, d.
1961; m(2) Paul Balise, d. 1978; Northampton, Mass, 1952; nurse; 2 sons

Bernard Joseph Lillie, b. Montague, 28 Apr 1913; d. 1 Apr 1984; m. Gfd, Mass, 1936, Lucille A Fregau, b.
29 Oct 1915, d. 30 Sep 1986; Gfd, 1940; Middlesex, NJ, 1952; Gfd, Mass, 1957, recruiting ofr; Fort

Dix, NJ, 1961

George Albert Lillie, b, Erving, Mass, 1914; d. as of Frazier Park, Calif, 29 Apr 1994; USN, 1934-54;

Hollydale, Calif, 1952-61; Frazier Park, Calif, 1993

Ralph Edward Lillie, son of Joseph & Cora (Clark) Lillie, was born Northfield, Mass, 27 Feb 1881, and died
Greenfield as of Millers Falls, Mass, 25 June 1960, buried Highland Cemetery, Millers Falls, Montague,
Mass

Ralph was listed or enumerated at home, Montague, 1900, teamster; 1904-13, laborer; Millers Falls,
Montague, Mass, 1913, 1916, employed at Art Stone Co; Erving, Mass, 1918, assembly mechanic at
Millers Falls tool Co, and sick w/appendicitis; with brother Bertrand in Erving, 1920, driller at Millers Falls
tool shop; with brother, Greenfield, Mass, 1940, laborer for USDA; 1942-51, employed GTD. He moved
back to Millers Falls, Erving at the end of 1959. He was single.

Samuel Frederick Monroe, son of Willis R & Estelle B (Miller) Monroe, was born Cos Cob, Ct, 23 Mar
1887, and died Trenton, NJ, 18 May 1956, As teacher of Cos Cob, he married, Malden, Mass, 23 Aug
1913, Edith Marion James, clerk of Malden, daughter of William H & Nellie V (Pottle) James. She was a
1908 graduate of Smith College.
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Samuel was at Amherst College 1905-08 anyway and apparently graduated from same, He was in the
employ of the Art Stone Co, Millers Falls, Mass by Jan 1911 for one year when he took a similar position
in his home town of Cos Cob, Ct. He left that employ within a year and was teaching in 1913. By 1917 he
was teaching high school in Youngstown, Ohio, where he was still in 1920, moving to Trenton, NJ by
1930.

The Regali Family

Anaeleto Regali died by 1919. He married, Annunziala Mazzoni, sister of Giovanni Mazzoni of Fornaci di
Barga, Lucca, Toscana, ltaly, born ltaly, about 1852, died Montague, Mass, 1930. Annhunziata emigrated
from Lucca with her son Giuseppe, departing Genoa on the SS Tgormina, arriving 7 Sep 1919 with a
Holyoke, Mass destination. She was enumerated with her son Clem in Holyoke, Mass in 1920. She was
enumerated with her son Noe in Turners Falls, Mass, 1930.

Children:

Noe Regali, b. Fornaci di Barga, Lucca, Toscana, italy, 1 Nov 1888; d. Montague, Mass, 17 Oct 1972 +

Clem (Clemis /Clement) Regali, b. Toscana, Italy, 13 Jan 1891; d. Montague, Mass, 20 Jan 1965, bur
Calvary Cem, Holyoke, Mass; m. 1913, Zaira / Sarah Equi, dau of Chris Equi, b. Italy, abt 1889,
d. TFalls, as of Federal St, Millers Falls, Montague, Mass, 30 May 1938; reportedly arrived in
Montague, Mass in 1906; he was in Holyoke, Mass, 1917, emp as a clerk; 1920, mgr of a fruit
store; Orange, Mass, 1928; Gfd, Mass, 1930-33, molder in the Art Stone Co shop; Millers Falls,
Mass, 1934-38; Gfd, Mass, 1940, w/bro Joseph, molder; he was proprietor of the Sahara Bar, 27
Main St, Millers Falls, Mass, 1942-45, living still in Gfd; “Our fountain service and light lunches
are unequalled, real italian spaghetti;” he was emp there in 1948, when it was known as Equi’s,
Spanish Garden, still lvg w/bro Joseph in Gfd; TFalls, 1950, propr of Buick Taxi; by 1953 he
was emp at his bro Noe’s Architectural Stone Co, and, res on 4™ St, TFalls

Joseph (Giuseppe) Regali, b. Fornaci di Barga, ltaly, 28 Jul 1893; d. Gfd, Mass, 22 Dec 1982 +

Noe Regali, son of Anaeleto & Annunziata (Mazzoni) Regali, was born in Fornaci de Barga, Lucca,
Toscana, ftaly, 1 Nov 1888, and died Farren Memorial Hospital, Montague, Mass, 17 Oct 1972, He
married, Montague, 1922, Jennie Togneri of L Street, Turners Falls, daughter of Peter Togneri, born
Fornaci di Barga, Italy, 17 Aug 1894, died Greenfield, as of 10 Crocker Ave, Turners Falls, 19 Feb 1978.

They are buried St Mary’s Cemetery, Turners Falls,
\‘.
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Noe first arrived in New York on 14 May 1904, He went to work for the Art Stone Co in Millers Falls,
Mass, about 1911. He was listed in Turners Falls, 1917, as sculptor at the Greenfield Art Stone Co {sic],
Millers Falls, Mass. He petitioned for naturalization in 1918 and served in the US Army during World War
I, 1918-19. He was enumerated as rooming with the Togneri’s in Turners Falls, 1920, employed as a
“former” at the cement works. He purchased a home on Crocker Ave, Turners Falls, 1927 and was
enumerated there in 1930 as sculptor and in 1940 as proprietor. He ran the Architectural Stone
Company in Turners Falls for 38 years, from 1933 to 1970. He was on Ch22 TV on 28 Dec 1956 to show
how beautiful concrete castings are conceived and executed by his unusual firm. He was listed as
president and treasurer in 1963. He lived at 10 Crocker Ave, 1927-72. In July 1970 it was reported that
this would be one of the last times the Architectural Stone Co facilities would be used for voting as Noe
Regali planned to retire and sell his business by the end of the year. Samples of his sculpturing and
painting could then be seen on the walls of the DoHinK booths. Jennie sold their Crocker St place in
1972.

Children:
Gloria Rose Regali, b. 7 May 1923; d. Plymouth, Mass, 7 Apr 1972; m. 1959, Dr Joseph M Keville of
Belmont, Mass; she had been her father’s secretary

Lincoln hard plaster statue 21”

28




The former McLane Silk Mill where Regali ran his Architectural Stone Co, 1933-70.
No longer standing this is approximately where the DPW building is today in Turners Falls

Joseph (Giuseppe) Regali, son of Anaeleto & Annunziata (Mazzoni) Regali, was born in Fornca di Barga,
Lucca, Toscana, Italy, 28 July 1893, and died Greenfield, Mass, 22 Dec 1982, buried Calvary Cemetery. As
of Holyoke, Mass, he married Northampton, Mass, 1922, Ophelia Victoria Albertina Buratti, daughter of
Charles / Carlo & Claudia (Canale) Buratti, born Northampton, 16 Oct 1895, died Greenfield, 1963, age
67

The Buratti’s had worked in the silk mills in Northampton, Mass. Joseph was an Italian veteran of World
War |. He arrived here with his mother in 1919, but was not seen with her in Holyoke, Mass in 1920,
though he was reportedly in that place to 1922 anyway. He may have been in Montague, Mass in 1924,
He was in Orange, Mass, 1926, as clerk. He went to Greenfieid Mass, the following year and was
enumerated there in 1930 as pattern maker at the Art Stone shop. He was a millwright at GTD in 1933
and retired from there as a maintenance foreman in 1961. He also served as president of the
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island Moose Association.

Children:
Vera Claudia Regali, b. Montague, Mass, 10 Jun 1924; d. Gfd, as of TFalls, 10 Jun 1987; bur Calvary Cem,
Gfd; m. Gfd, 1955, George Henry Kenney, Jr; div'd; exec secr at Lunt Silversmith, 44 yrs

Shirely Inez Regali, b. Gfd, Mass, 29 Nov 1929; m. Earl W Osgood; Casselberry, Fla
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Janice Catherine Regali, b, Gfd, 26 Sep 1933; m. Edward Jessie Weeden, Jr; Gfd, Mass

John J Teahan

John Jeremiah Teahan, son of John & Mary (Shea) Teahan, was born Amherst, Mass, 19 Jan 1887, and
died Erving, Mass, 20 May 1941. As iron moulder of Montague, Mass, he married there, 16 May 1911,
Anna Amelia Richards, box maker of Erving, Mass, daughter of Oliver A & Delia A (Sears) Richards, born
Erving, 11 Sep 1892, died 7 June 1942

John was enumerated at home in Millers Falls, Montague, 1910, as labor at the paper mill. His iron
moulding in 1911 may have been with the Art Stone Co. In any event, he was soon a moulder for the Art
Stone Co and was so until 1930 anyway. In 1940, he, his wife and son were all employed at the paper
mill.

Children:
Richard John Teahan, b. Millers Falls, Montague, Mass, 30 Jun 1912; d. Gfd, Mass, 25 Apr 1988

The Togneri Family

Peter (Pietro Cammillo Adelino) Togneri, son of Giovanni Pasquale & Maria Assunta Filomena (Rigali)
Togneri, was born Loppia, Fornaci Lucca, Toscana, ltaly, 10 Nov 1870, and died there, 18 Jan 1932,
buried Lucca. He married, about 1893, Rosina Lasano, born ltaly, about 1871, died Montgaue, Mass,
1924,

Peter first immigrated about 1905 and most of the rest of the family arrived on 12 Apr 1907. They were
enumerated on L Street, Turners Falls, Mass, 1910, Peter as an odd jobs stone mason, At that time, six of
their nine children were living. And then they would have one more. He was listed at 185 L Street, 1916,
as employed in Millers Falls, They were enumerated on L Street in 1920, he as foreman at cement

works, and in 1930, he as stone mason at Art Stone. He worked for that company in Millers Falls and
lastly in Greenfield for probably twenty years. He went home to Italy in September 1931 in hopes to
regain his health.

Children:

Jennie Togneri, b. Fornaci di Barga, Lucca, ltaly, 17 Aug 1894; d.19 Feb 1978; m. 1922, Noe Regali; she
was enum at home, 1910, clerk in candy store; 1917-21, emp 74 Ave A

John Peter Togneri, b. Italy, 12 Apr 1896; d. TFalls, 22 Oct 1982; m. Helen K Koskuva, dau of Richard &
Mary (Qualters) Koskuva, b, Boston, Mass, 1903, d. TFalis, 25 Oct 1936; they bur St Mary’s Cem;
Montague, Mass; m(2) Laura D Kruger, d. Montague, 11 Oct 1973; he came over in 1905; at
home, 1916-17, emp MFalls; 1919-21, plumber for Geo Starbuck & Son; he was a licensed
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plumber who was later emp by IB Kennedy and Geo V Corsiglia; played baseball from age 14
into his 70’s, for a dozen different local places
Children:
John Peter Togneri, Jr, b. TFalls, 29 Aug 1924; d. Spfd, as of Longmeadow, Mass, 22 Jun 2015
Francis Charles Togneri, b. 4 Jun 1926; d. Gfd, 27 Feb 2010
Rose Marie Togneri, b. TFalls, 11 Aug 1929; d. Gfd, 4 Sep 2011; m. Raymond J Zukowski, St
Pierina Togneri, b. Italy, 1 Jan 1901; d. Apr 1986; m. Montague, Mass, 1926, Anthony W Rigali, s of
Albert & Mary {-) Rigali, b. Granville NY, 31 Dec 1905, d. 1984; Granville, NY, 1930, 1940;
Niskayuna, NY, 1978; Colonie, NY, 1979
Angelo M Tognerl, b. Fornaci di Barga, Lucca, ltaly, 28 Nov 1902; d. Cambridge, as of Belmont, Mass, 27
Jan 1979; m. Boston, Mass, 1934, Frances Bany, dau of John S & Ray (Axe) Bany; at home, 1921-
23, emp MFalls; 1925-33, student, in Boston, Mass, by 1929, art student; grad MFA school;
Boston, 1934-40, art teacher; rem to Belmont, Mass, where he had taught at Belmont Hill
School since 1925 and well into the 1960s; 1 son

Charles Togneri, b. ltaly, abt 1906; at home, 1910

Theresa Rose Togneri, b. Montague, Mass, 4 Nov 1908; d. as of Scarsdale, NY, 25 Jul 1997; m. 1935,
Wilfred D Kiley; Gfd, Mass, 1940; Scarsdale, NY, 1979

Edward Peter Togneri, b. Mass, 14 May 1911; d. Holyoke, Mass, 26 Feb 1997; m. Elizabeth Taylor;
Boston, Mass, 1935; the latter yr he copyrighted the words and melody to “Please forgive a
fool;” Turners Falls, Mass, 1940, art teacher; US Army, 1942-45; URI, 1948, BS; RISDE, 1951, BFA

UMass Dartmouth, prof and chair of Fine Arts dept, 1952-82; noted painter; moved to Holyoke,

Mass, 1994

Louis (Cesare Luigi Alberto) Togneri, son of Giovanni Pasquale & Francesca (Mondini) Togneri, was born
Loppia, Fornaci di Barga, Lucca, Toscana, Italy, 26 Oct 1876, and died 29 Jan 1951. As of E Livermore,
Maine, he married, 12 May 1901, Menichina Maria Domenica Assunta Irene Cesira “Maggie” Gonella of
Boston, Mass, born Loppia, Fornaci di Barga, Lucca, Toscana, Italy, 12 Sep 1873, died at home, 18 Cedar
St, Greenfield, Mass, 25 June 1961, They are buried Calvary Cemetery, Greenfield

Louis arrived in New York on 28 Mar 1900, as a tradesman or mechanic from Fornaci di Barga, ltaly,
headed for Boston, Mass. He was soon of E Livermore, Me. He was enumerated in Jay, Me, 1910 and
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1920, as beater man in a pulp factory of the International Paper Co. They lived in the village of Chisholm.
They reportedly moved to Greenfield in 19121, They were living at 17 Franklin St, Greenfield, Mass, by
1926-27, he then employed at the M F Stone Works, so-called. He was enumerated and listed at 18
Cedar St, Greenfield, 1930-33, as patcher at the Art Stone Co; laborer, 1934-41; retired by 1944

Children:
John (Giovanni) Natalino Togneri, b, Me, 16 Dec 1902; d. Jensen Beach, Fia, 10 Jan 1973; m. by 1928,
Ursula M Smith/Dorsey; at home, Gfd, Mass, 1927, emp Art Stone Co; Erving, Mass, 1930, cement
worker at Art Stone Cor; 1940, repair man; 1943-45, carpenter; Gfd, 1956, carpenter; 1957,
construction foreman; Jensen Beach, Fla, 1961
Joseph (Giuseppe) S Togneri, b. Chisholm, Jay, Me, 30 Jul 1904; d. Gfd, Mass, 1 Jul 1986, bur Calvary
Cem, Gfd; m. Jeanette __; m. 1942, Yvonne M Roberge; b. 1903, d. 1988; emp Art Stone Co,
1927; 1930-33, laborer there; laborer, 1934 ; Main St,Gfd, 1935; clerk Shelburne Falls,
Jeannette, a hairdresser at Ann’s Beauty Shop; at home, 1936-40, emp MFCo; Conway St, 1945,
inspector at MF Co; Chapman St, 1951-63, inspector MF Co; 1 dau
Leo (Lionello) O Togneri, b. Jay, Me, 9 Dec 1905; d. Gfd, 27 Nov 1987; m. Aleanza M Lucarelli; emp M F
Stone Works, so-called, 1926-27; Art Stone Co, 1930-33, molder; 1934, laborer; res Wells St,
1935-36, laborer; Dfd St, 1938-45, att and then mgr at JC Cerrato; Aleanza emp Eastern Textile;
19 Cedar St, 1951-63, Leo’s Esso Service Station; later and Amoco station, retiring in 1974; 1 dau

William (Ghughielmo) A Togneri, b. Me, 3 Apr 1907; d. Jay, Me, 27 Mar 1921, of osteo-sarcoma

Charles (Carlo) Albert Togneri, b. Chisholm, Jay, Me, 17 Feb 1909; d. Gfd, Mass, 22 May 1983; m. 1936,
Hazel Irene Sharkey, d. 18 Dec 1984; both bur Calvary Cem, Gfd; emp Art Stone Co, 1930,
laborer; emp Wayside Market, 1932-39; emp MFalls Co, 1940; res Long Ave, 1936; Conway St,
1937; Western Ave, 1939-40; Beech St, 1945-63, asst foreman at MF Co; retired 1974; 2 ¢

Antonio Togneri, b. Jay, Me, 13 Dec 1910; d. there, 11 Jan 1912

Mary (Ermenia) Elizabeth Togneri, b. Jay, Me, 29 Dec 1912; d. Ellsworth, Me, 18 Feb 1992; m. aft 1945,
Joseph L Luchini; at home, Gfd, 1933-37, stenographer; emp Spfd, 1939; GTD, 1940-45;
Ellsworth, Me, 1961

Eugene (Geno) Albert Togneri, b. Chisholm, Jay, Me, 15 Oct 1915; d. Gfd, 23 Mar 1996; m. Mary L
DiSotto; at home, 1934, emp Postal Telegraph Co; at home, no occ, 1935-37; WMECO, 1939-40;
US Army, 1944-45; WMECO, 1951-76; Livermore Falls, Me, 1983; no ¢

Frank Orin Wells
Frank Orin Wells, son of Elisha & Lucina (Lilly) Wells, was born Shelburne Falls, Mass, 6 Jan 1855, and
died Greenfield, 23 June 1935. He married Alice L Graves of Whatley, Mass, daughter of Lucius & Lydia
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Dickinson {Dodge) Graves who died in 1891, and Caroline Dutton, a teacher of Springfield, Mass, and a
native of Randolph, Vt, who died in 1940. They are buried in Green River Cemetery, Greenfield, Mass.
oo o sy

Frank O Wells was principally known for his association with the tap an die industry in Greenfield, his
father early associated with the trade here as a salesman for Wiley & Russell. Frank was known as an
inventor as well as head of the Wells Bros, He and his brother Fred and their father left Wiley & Russell
to start Wells Bros in 1876, later Wells Bros & Co and then Wells Bros Co. Besides taps and dies they
added machinery for farriers, blacksmiths and wheelwrights. Fred left the company with his son to form
F E Wells & Son Co in 1900 and in 1912, Wells Bros Co was bought out by Greenfield Tap & Die. He was
also a gardening hobbyist, president of the Franklin County Agricultural Society, built the Weldon Hotel
in Greenfield in 1905, rejoined his brother in Wells Tap & Die, or Wells Tool Co, and a humber of other
important things. It appears to be little reported that he was also president of The Art Stone Co in 1916.

Frederick Elisha Wells

Frederick Elisha Wells, son of Elisha & Lucina (Lilly) Wells, was born Buckland, Mass, 5 May 1844, and
died 13 Feb 1936. He married, Frances Maria Cowles of Greenfield, a native of Amherst, Mass, daughter
of Erastus & Eliza A (Ward) Cowles, died 1930, They are buried Green River Cemetery. As described
above, Fred was engaged with brother at an early time in the tap and died industry. It is also reported
that he was director and president of the Greenfield Electric Light Co, vice president of the Franklin
Savings Institution, fuel administrator during the War, and president of the Wells Tool Co at 106 Hope
St. He had worked early on his father’s farm and blacksmith shop, as & bookkeeper for Lamson,
Goodnow & Yale in Windsor, Vi, in farming, as a cutlery manufacturer with his father near Shelburne
Falls, and as a first paper mill proprietor in Colrain. He then went to bookkeeping for Wiley & Russell in
Greenfield and was soon its treasurer. He then formed Wells Bros with his father and brother, first on
Hope St, then Mill St, and then Sanderson St. His own company, FE Wells & Son was on Riddell St in
1900, selling to GTD in 1916. He was also an inventor a passive president of Goodell-Pratt, organized the
Greenfield Machine Co and the Automatic Machine Co, and kept a fruit farm in Shelburne. Again, it is
little mentioned that in 1909, he was also apparently president of the Greenfield Artificial Stone Co.

Some Employees of The Art Stone Co:

1906 Manning Directory
Greenfield
Irving L Bartlettt, mgr Greenfield Artificial Stone Co, res Weldon Hotel

33




1910 Federal Census

Millers Falls, Montague

rene M Berard, 20, Mass, stone co, stenographer
Felix McCue, 20, Mass, cement shop, laborer
Greenfield

Irving L Bartlett, 33, Mass, stone plant manager

1913 Manning Directory

Millers Fails, Montague

Anton Angermann, Art Store [sic] Co, bds Erving side
| L Bartlett, mgr of Art Stone Co, res Gfd

Irene M Berard, stenographer at Art Stone Co
John Bonie, Art Stone Co

lames Breslin, Art Stone Co

Frederick P Greenwood, Art Stone Co

Ralph Lillie, Art Stone Co

Louie Mann, Art Stone Co

Daniel G Ormsbee, Art Stone Co, res Erving side
James Teahan, 2™, husb of Anna, Art Stone Co
Joseph Verrier, Art Stone Co, res Gfd

1916 Manning Directory:

Millers Falls, Montague

Anton Angermann, Art Stone Co, res Erving side

| L Bartlett, mgr of Art Stone Co, res Gfd

John Bonie, Art Stone Co

James Breslin, Art Stone Co

William Connors, Art Stone Co

Frank Gastras, Art Stone Co

Thomas Gordon, Art Stone Co

Mrs Irene [Berard] Gould, stenographer for Art Stone Co
Ruth E Greenough, ditto

David LaMountain, Art Stone Co

Ralph Lillie, Art Stone Co

Kilbert O T Madden, Art Stone Co

William Nightingale, Art Stone Co, res Erving side
Daniel G Ormsbee, Art Stone Co

Louis Richards, Art Stone Co

Albert J Smith, draftsman for Art Stone Co
Arthur E Sopet, Art Stone Co

John Teahan, Art Stone Co
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Robert D Thompson, Art Stone Co

1920 Federal Census:

Millers Falls, Montague residents

John Teahan, 32, Ireland, moulder

Francis F Fowler, 29, Mass, moulder

Raymond Gould, 27, Mass, laborer

Arthur C Soper, 32, Mass, carpenter

Fred Greenough, 38, Nova Scotia, pattern maker
John Jones, 55, Italian Austria, moulder
Joseph Galvas, 30, Poland, laborer

Mike Narynok, 26. Polish Austria, laborer
Alexander Makrawc, 37, Poland, laborer
Erving residents

Bertrand C Lillie, 42, Mass, foreman

Anthony Eiserman, 25, Austria, pattern maker

1926 Manning Directory

Millers Falls, Montague

Anton Angermann, Art Stone Co

Art Stone Co, | L Bartlett, mgr,5 Highland Ave[sic]

Irving L Bartlett, pres, treas, mgr, Art Stone Co, res Gfd

Irving L Bartlett, Jr, vp, Art Stone Co, res Gfd
Richard G Bartlett, supt, Art Stone Co, res Gfd
John Bonie, Art Stone Co

Edgar C Brigham, Art Stone Co

Joseph F Cafarella, Art Stone Co, res Erving side
Francis Driscoll, Art Stone Co

Joseph Galvas, Art Stone Co

Alex F Hoaok, Art Stone Co, res Erving side
Bertram C Lillie, stonecutter

Ralph Lillie, Art Stone Co

Thomas J McLaughlin, Art Stone Co

Felix Sokoloski, Art Stone Co, res Erving side
Sylvester Sokoloski, Art Stone Co, Erving side
John Teahan, Art Stone Co

Robert D Thompson, Art Stone Co

Leo Togneri, MF Stone Works

Louis Togneri, MF Stone Works

Stanley Wasilewski, Art Stone Co

1930 Federal Census:
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Greenfield residents

Louis Togneri, 52, italy, patcher
Joseph Tognerl, 25, Maine, laborer
Leo O Togneri, 24, Maine, moulder
Charles A Togneri, 21, Maine, laborer
Clement Regali, 39, ltaly, moulder
Joseph Regali, 36, Italy, pattern maker
Turners Falls, Montague residents
Edward Weismann, 42, Mass, laborer
John Weismann, 46, Mass, moulder
Millers Falls, Montague residents
Anton Angerman, 45, Bavaria, pattern maker
Edgar C Brigham, 62, Mass, fireman
Millers Falls, Erving residents

John Togneri, 25, Maine, cement worker
Andrew Thompson, 50, mason

John J Teahan, 43, moulder

William B Driscoll, 53, moulder
Francis E Driscoll, 21, laborer
Christian Koonz, 58, pattern maker
Margaret Coogan, 23, bookkeeper
Thomas J McLaughlin, 41, moulder
Ralph E Lillie, 49, foreman

Bertrand C Lillie, 53, foreman

Walter Smith, 67, laborer

Lillian G Phelps, 20, stenographer
Axel Hooke, 66, pattern maker

John Niedewicz, 20, cement worker
Walter Dembek, 18, cement mixer
Louis Savino, 29, stone cutter

Felix Sokoloski, 56, cement worker
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