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Bridge Type Selection Results

Schell Bridge over
Connecticut River,
Br. No. N-22-002



..

- Showed how the Public feedback was used to establish the
final 3 Alternatives to be evaluated

- Showed renderings of the final 3 alternatives

- The public provided us verbal and written comments on the
final 3 alternatives

- Next Step: Develop Bridge Type Selection Report and submit to
MassDOT with a recommended alternative



ALTERNATIVE 1:
PREFABRICATED STEEL TRUSS

NORTH ELEVATION



ALTERNATIVE 2:
PREFABRICATED STEEL ARCH/TUNABLE SYSTEM

NORTH ELEVATION



ALTERNATIVE 3:
STEEL TIED ARCH

NORTH ELEVATION
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- Strong public preference for Alternative 3:

“I strongly prefer Alt. 3, mostly because it seems quite open
uniting the river, sky and landscape.”

“This is my favorite as it mimics more strongly the Schell as it is. I
also like the ‘open to the sky’ interior…”

“This is a great design. Don’t change a thing. Let’s build it.”

“Nicest perspective from the deck of the bridge – very open!!”

“Open feel is comfortable and dramatic.”
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- Reviewed and summarized
the comments from the
community

- Completed the Bridge Type
Selection report

- Recommended proposed
bridge alternative to
MassDOT
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Advantages:
-Strong Public Support
-Custom design provides greatest flexibility
-Smaller cranes for installation/erection
-Competitive Cost

Alternative 3, “Steel Tied Arch Main Span and Steel Girder End
Spans”, is recommended for the proposed construction.



SELECTED ALTERNATIVE
ALTERNATIVE 3: STEEL TIED ARCH

NORTH ELEVATION



SIDE VIEW OF BRIDGE

SELECTED ALTERNATIVE
ALTERNATIVE 3: STEEL TIED ARCH



TRAVELING ON BRIDGE VIEW

SELECTED ALTERNATIVE
ALTERNATIVE 3: STEEL TIED ARCH



PRESERVING THE HISTORY
Heritage Park – Berkley, MA (Berkley-Dighton Bridge)



PRESERVING THE HISTORY
Amesbury, MA (Whittier Bridge)



PRESERVING THE HISTORY
Amesbury, MA (Whittier Bridge)



PRESERVING THE HISTORY
Remembering the Schell Bridge



PRESERVING THE HISTORY
Remembering the Schell Bridge

• Preserve/replicate existing
steel components.

• Info board detailing the
history of the Schell Bridge.

• Reuse stone from existing
abutments/piers.

EAST APPROACH
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-Perform Geotechnical Investigation.

-Complete the 25% Design / Bridge Sketch Plans.

-Hold the 25% Design Public Hearing.

SCHEDULE:
-Complete 25% Design 6-9 months (Late 2019/Early 2020)

-Anticipated to be Advertised End of 2021
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https://www.northfieldma.gov/


